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Zachariah  Riney 


A  rather  curious  document  is  the  Deed  of  land  made  to  the  Abbey  by  Zachariah 
Riney,  of  Hardin  County,  and  signed  on  behalf  of  the  Abbey  by  Father  Benedict 
Berger,  Prior.  The  said  Zachariah  had  begged  to  be  received  at  Gethsemani  as  a 
guest,  and  in  exchange  for  his  board  he  had  made  over  his  land  to  Trappists.  We 
shall  meet  this  gentleman  again  at  a  later  period.  (  ) 


(  )  We  give  here  a  copy  of  said  Indenture,  as  a  curio. 

This  Indenture  made  this  5th  day  of  Aug,  A.D.  1856,  between  Zachariah  Riney 
of  the  County  of  Hardin  and  State  of  Kentucky,  of  the  one  part,  and  Peter 
Berger,  of  the  County  of  Nelson  and  State  aforesaid,  of  the  other  part,  wit- 
nesseth: 

That  the  said  Zachariah  Riney  for ,and  in  consideration  of  his  board  at 
at  the  hotel  of  Gethsemani,  has  this  day  granted,  and  by  these  presents  does 
grant,  alienate  and  convey  to  the  same  Peter  Berger,  his  heirs  and  assigns 
a  certain  lot  or  parcel  of  ground  situated  on  the  waters  of  the  Rolling  Fork 
of  Salt  River,  in  the  County  of  Nelson  and  State  of  Kentucky  and  bounded  as 
folloiweth;  to  wexl  beginning  at  an  Elm,  and  Sassafraz,  corner  to  Charles 
Vowels  standing  In  Peak  line,  thence  due  North  892  poles  to  a  small  poplar 
at  the  foot  of  a  knob  (on  the  north  side)  then  S.  80,  E.  8?|  poles  to  a  dog- 
wood, hickory  and  black  oak;  thence  S.  89i  poles  to  a  white  oak  and  beech  in 
Vowel's  line;  Thence  with  the  Vowel's  line  N.  80  W.  89|  poles  to  the  beginning; 
contains  fifty  acres,  be  the  same  more  or  less;  it  being  the  same  land  that 
I  inherited  from  Thomas  Riney,  my  deceased  son,  to  have  and  to  hold  the  afore- 
said bargained  and  sold  land  and  premises,  together  with  all  and  singular  the 
appurtenances  thereunto  belonging,  or  in  my  own  appurtenances  to  him  the 
said  Peter  Berger,  his  heirs  and  assigns  to  his  and  their  only  proper  use, 
benefit  and  behoof  forever. 

And  the  said  Zachariah  Riney  further  covenants  and  agrees  to  and  with  the 
said  Peter  Berger  that  he  the  grantor,  the  party  of  the  said  first  part, 
will  warrant  and  defend  the  aforesaid  land  and  premises  from  the  claim  of 
himself,  his  heirs,  and  assigns,  and  all  and  every  person  claiming  the  same, 
to  the  said  Peter  Berger,  his  heirs  and  assigns  forever. 

In  testimony  whereof,  the  said  Zachariah  Riney,  Messrs  George  Pottinger  and 
William  Y.  Linton  (  as  witnesses)  have  hereunto  set  their  hands  and  seals,  the 
day,  month  and  year  above  written. 


(  Signatures) 


State  of  Kentucky,  Nelson  County,  Set. 


I,  J.  Darwin  Elliott,  Clerk  of  the  County  Court  for  the  county  aforesaid, 
certify  that  on  the  25th  day  of  August  1856,  the  foregoing  deed  was  produced 
to  me  in  my  office  and  proven  by  the  oaths  of  George  W.  Pottinger  and  Wm.  Y 
Linton  subscribing  witnesses  thereto,  to  be  the  act  and  deed  of  Zachariah 
Riney  a  party  thereto;  whereupon  the  same  together  with  this  certificate  hath 
been  truly  recorded. 

Given  under  my  hand  this  25th  day  of  August,  1856. 
J.  Darwin  Elliott,  Clerk. 
by  B.  L.  Blackey,  D.  C. 


t^^^  i™^  or>_^  ^  **"  u.v^.       (5^  ^  nirJUe. 


w  -^  £r*-  -«-•  fc<  *~  ^^  »**  t  ¥ 

„_,  ^.  ^  W  *-£*£  *#j£^L, 


L 4i.     r_  vW4 


V^^AJ^-^--^--y 


^fc    w^.   U^     V?     ^    =^T        -^  p  .kAg^ 


a     ^L^  -^su^l  c!U^     Y^cxju.^  fey**^    oW^  M 


S_  ^v^  ^1-^.^1  rit^  2  ^l. 


,     \U    ujt^    V*^_.     ^^ 


cJ^Zl^,      ~<^-dl<^USU \ 


• 


LINCOLN'S  TEACHER 


Wai  Old   Irish   Schoolmaster — His  Son 
Now  a  Trappist  Monk. 
The   New  York   Sun   prints  this  let- 
ter from  M.  J.  O'Brien: 

In  President  Taft's  speech  at  the ^ 
dedication  of  the  Lincoln  memorial  at  . 
Hodgensville,  Ky.,  as  reported  in  The  I 
Sun,  he  referred  to  the  lack  of  educa-  6 
tion  in  the  boyhood  days  of  the  mar-  [ 
tyred   president.  £ 

There  was  ver-  little  opportunity' 
for     "schooling-"  Kentucky     when; 

Lincoln    was    a    bo>,    for    the    schools  J 
were   few   and   far   between.      But,   ac- 1 
cording   to   tradition,    what   little   edu- j 
cation  Lincoln  had   was  received  from: 
an  old  Irish  schoolmaster  named  Riney. 
The   son   of   the   man   who   taught   the; 
youthful    Abe    the    mysteries      of     the 
"primer"      and      Dil  worth's      "Spelling- 
Bcok"   is   still   alive  at  the  age  of   S4. 
He   is   Brother   Benedict   of   the   Trap- 
pist   Monastery    at      Gethsemane,    Ky. 
His      baptismal      name     was     William 
Rlney.     His   father   was   one     of     the 
early  settlers  in  Hardin  county,  where 
he    was    for    many   years    engaged     in  . 
teaching   school.     He   was   a   neighbor  • 
of   Thomas   Lincoln,   and   according   to 
the    tradition    In    that    section    it    was 
"Master    Riney"    who      taught      young 
Abraham    his    letters    before,  the   fam-;- 
ily   removed    to    Spencer,  county,   Indi-  [ 
Vna.     Were  it  not  for  the  rules  of  the  ; 
j  Trappist   order   the  venerable   Brother  i 
I  Benedict     might     tell     an     interesting 'j 
story  of  Lincoln's  early  life. 

It  is  a  remarkable  fact  that  many ! 
of  the  pioneer  teachers  of  that  region 
were  Irishmen.  Abbott,  in  his  "Life  j 
of  Daniel  Boone,"  says  the  noted  fron- j 
tiersraan  was  taught  by  an  Irish' 
schoolmaster;  Boone's  children  were' 
taught  by  Joseph  Donovan  at  Boones- 


borough;  the  celebrated  Judge  Mar- 
shall and  President  Zachary  Taylor 
learned  the  rudiments  at  .  Kane 
O'Hara's  school  at  Frankfort,  while 
among  others  we  find  Hogan,  McNa- 
mara,  Reilly,  Dunleavy,  Joyce,  Byrne, 
Whalen  and  "the  scholarly  but  eccen- 
tric Irishman,"  Richard  Keene,  who 
prepared  for  college  many  of  Ken- 
tucky's sons  who  distinguished  them- 
selves in  later  years.  There  are  sev- 
eral excellent  authorities  for  the  state- 
ment that  It  was  John  Reilly  who  es- 
tablished the  very  first  school  in  the 
Valley  of  the  Ohio,  west  of  Pittsburgh. 
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Abraham  Lincoln's  First  Schoolmaster 


Zachaiy  Riney,  Lincoln's  first  schoolmaster,  tought  in  the 
Knob  Creek  School  located  but  two  miles  from  the  Lincoln 
hone.     Riney  was  a  Catholic  and  is  usually  associated  with 
the  Trappists  (not  a  member  of  the  order)  who  came  to 
Kentucky  in  1805  and  settled  on  Pottinger's  Creek,  not  far 
iron  the  Knob  Creek  home  of  the  Lincolns.  Riney  was  not 
ant is lave ry  and  probably  did  not  exert  any  influence  over 
Lincoln  in  one  way  or  another.  There  is  no  way  of  ascer- 
taining the  ability  of  Riney  as  a  teacher,  Me  was  about 
forty-five  years  old  when  he  tought  the  Knob  Creek  School. 
There  is  a  tradition  that  Riney  vsas  living  in  Hardin  County, 
Kentucky,  when  Lincoln  was  nominated  for  the  Presidency 
in  1860. 
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ABRAHAM  LINCOLN'S 

FIRST  SCHOOL  TEACHER 

"Before  leaving  Kentucky,  he  (Abra- 
ham Lincoln)  and  his  sister  were 
sent  for  short  periods,  to  A  B  C 
schools,  the  first  kept  by  Zachariah 
Kiney,  and  the  second  by  Caleb  Hazel. 

"At  this  time  his  (Abraham's) 
father  resided  on  Knob  Creek,  on  the 
road  from  Bardstown,  Kentucky,  to 
Nashville,  Tennessee,  at  a  point  three 
or  three  and  a  half  miles  south  or 
southwest  of  Atherton's  ferry,  on 
Rolling  Fork." 
Sketch  prepared  by  Lincoln  for  Scripps 

We  have  Abraham  Lincoln's  own 
testimony  that  Zachariah  Riney  was 
his  first  school  teacher.  This  peda- 
gogue probably  exerted  the  first  direct 
influence  over  Abraham  Lincoln,  out- 
side the  personnel  of  his  own  home. 

Riney  was  born  in  1763  in  St.  Mary 
County,  Maryland.  Sixty  families  liv- 
ing in  this  community  pledged  them- 
selves to  migrate  to  the  Kentucky 
country  within  a  specified  time.  The 
first  twenty-five  families  moved  as 
early  as  1785.  Within  the  next  ten 
years  the  family  group  with  which 
Zachariah  was  associated  arrived  at 
the  Pottinger's  Creek  neighborhood 
near  the  Holy  Cross  church.  This  was 
the  first  church  of  the  Catholic  faith 
erected  west  of  the  Alleghany  Moun- 
tains and  was  built  by  Father  De- 
Rohan  in  1792. 

By  the  year  1795  Thomas  Riney, 
father  of  Zachariah,  had  passed,  away 
and  Zachariah  was  appointed  admin- 
istrator of  the  estate.  From  the  settle- 
ment papers  in  the  Nelson  County 
Courthouse  we  learn  that  Zachariah 
had  a  brother  by  the  name  of  Basil 
and  three  sisters  named  Anna,  Mary, 
and  Henrietta.  April  2,  1796,  the 
name  of  Zachariah  Riney  appeared  on 
the  tax  list  for  Washington  County  as 
a  "white  male  over  21  years  of  age." 
His  wife's  name  was  Margaret.  Nancy 
married  James  Alvey,  Mary  was 
united  to  Clement  Gristy,  and  Henri- 
etta became  the  wife  of  John  Wathen. 

The  will  of  Thomas  Riney  states 
that  "the  negroes  of  which  he  died 
possessed  should  not  be  sold  out  of  the 
family  of  his  children."  Thomas  Riney 


signed  the  will  by  making  a  mark, 
which  would  indicate  he  could  not 
write. 

Zachariah  was  living  at  the  foot  of 
Rohan  Knob,  on  Pottinger's  Creek,  in 
1805,  when  members  of  the  order  of 
Our  Lady  of  LaTrappe  established  a 
colony  there.  As  they  remained  only 
four  years  at  the  time  of  this  first 
venture  it  is  not  likely  that  Riney, 
who  was  then  forty-two  years  of  age, 
was  very  greatly  influenced  by  them. 

Little  is  known  about  Riney's  char- 
acter. Just  a  single  reference  to  his 
early  reputation  is  revealed  in  a  de- 
position taken  in  1817  in  which  the  de- 
ponent says  that,  "Riney  is  well 
versed  in  little  tricks,  that  his  father 
was  an  excellent  man,  but  unacquaint- 
ed with  land  titles,  that  he,  as  your 
respondent  has  been  informed,  believes 
Riney  was  well  acquainted  with  the 
situation  of  the  land  at  the  time  the 
exchange  took  place  and  that  this 
complainant  was  to  run  all  responsi- 
bility in  the  title  and  not  come  back  on 
your  respondent."  As  this  was  the  de- 
position of  the  defendant  in  the  case 
we  might  expect  him  to  be  prejudiced 
against  Riney. 

This  litigation  was  over  the  tract  of 
land  on  which  Riney  was  then  living 
and  which  he  had  purchased  in  1811. 
Part  of  the  farm  originally  had  been 
in  possession  of  the  pioneer  Joseph 
Hanks,  and  was  situated  on  the  banks 
of  the  Rolling  Fork.  The  very  same 
year  Riney  bought  the  farm,  Thomas 
Lincoln  moved  his  family  from  the 
cabin  in  which  Abraham  Lincoln  was 
born  to  a  farm  on  Knob  Creek  about 
two  miles  from  the  home  of  Riney. 

The  log  school  house  for  the  Knob 
Creek  community  was  situated  where 
the  town  of  Athertonville  now  stands, 
about  two  miles  from  the  homes  of 
Riney  and  Lincoln,  who  lived  on  differ- 
ent sides  of  the  Rolling  Fork.  Abra- 
ham Lincoln  probably  attended  the 
school  taught  in  this  log  house  in  the 
year  1815. 

It  is  difficult  to  learn  very  much 
about  Riney's  qualifications  as  a 
teacher.  Inasmuch  as  he  was  30  years 
old  before  he  reached  Kentucky,  he 
must  have  had  his  schooling  in  Mary- 
land. There  are  specimens  of  his 
handwriting  in  the  early  court  records, 
which  show  him  to  have  been  a  man 
of  some  accomplishments  in  this 
branch  of  the  three  R's. 

We  have  the  testimony  of  his  grand- 
son that  Riney  was  a  school  teacher 
by  profession  and  taught  several 
schools  in  Hardin  County.  He  can 
hardly  be  classed  among  the  itinerant 
school  masters.  There  are  no  remin- 
iscences in  the  Riney  family  of 
whether  or  not  Abraham  Lincoln  at 
the  early  age  of  six  was  an  apt  pupil. 


Thomas  Riney,  Zachariah's  father, 
was  an  owner  of  slaves  and  Zachariah 
was  obliged  to  bring  suit  against  one 
of  his  brothers-in-law  in  order  to  ac- 
quire his  portion  of  the  estate  in  the 
division  of  the  negroes.  This  would  in- 
dicate that  he  had  no  scruples  against 
slavery  so  that  it  is  not  likely  that  he 
carried  into  the  school  room  any 
opinions  adverse  to  the  institution. 

At  the  time  he  became  the  teacher 
of  Abraham  Lincoln  he  must  have 
been  nearly  50  years  old.  It  is  not  to 
be  expected  that  a  man  of  this  age 
would  exert  so  great  an  influence  on 
a  growing  boy  as  a  younger  man.  In 
fact,  this  first  school  teacher  was  13 
years  older  than  Abraham's  father. 

As  Abraham  Lincoln  would  have 
learned  little  more  than  his  letters  un- 
der this  first  school  teacher,  it  is  very 
likely  that  Riney  served  the  purpose 
as  well  as  a  more  highly  educated 
man. 

In  1848  another  group  of  Monks  of 
the  Trappist  Order  arrived  from 
France  and  settled  in  about  the  same 
community,  in  Nelson  County,  where 
their  predecessors  had  lived  for  a 
short  period  from  1805  to  1809.  A 
grandson  of  Zachariah  Riney,  who 
affiliated  with  this  group,  wrote  this 
reminiscence  about  the  last  days  of 
his  grandfather. 

"Brother  Benedict's  grandfather 
sold  his  place  in  Nelson  County  about 
1830  and  bought  a  farm  in  Hardin 
County  at  a  place  now  called  Riney- 
ville,  on  which  Brother  Benedict's 
father,  Sylvester  Riney,  lived  and 
reared  his  family.  Grandfather  lived 
with  my  father  for  nearly  twenty-five 
years.  He  was  my  first  teacher,  as 
well  as  Abraham  Lincoln's  first 
teacher. 

"Brother  Benedict  can  say  that  he 
learned  much  of  what  he  knows  from 
him,  and  as  I  liked  him  very  much  a 
great  part  of  my  childhood  was  spent 
with  him.  When  94  years  of  age  he 
came  to  Gethsemani  in  1856,  and  I 
with  him.  He  lived  here  a  little  more 
than  two  years.   He  died  in  1859." 

While  there  is  no  evidence  that 
Zachariah  Riney  was  ever  associated 
with  the  Trappist  monastery  at  Geth- 
semani until  he  was  94  years  old,  his 
grandson,  who  prepared  the  above  re- 
miniscence, became  a  faithful  member 
of  this  colony  while  still  a  young 
man.  Abraham  Lincoln's  first  school 
teacher  lies  buried  in  the  graveyard  of 
the  Trappist  brotherhood  within  the 
enclosure  of  the  monastery. 

It  would  seem  fitting  that  the  rest- 
ing place  of  Zachariah  Riney  should 
be  simply  but  appropriately  marked 
with  a  tablet  setting  forth  the  fact 
that  he  started  Abraham  Lincoln  on 
the  way  to  intellectual  achievement. 
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ZAG&sRIAH  RHET. 

( Qopy  of  clipping  evidently  from  the  Louisville  ?imest  about  February. 
1909-sent  to  G.H.Mather,of  Ilod^envi  lie,  Ky.,  by  J.T.  'iseman,of  ?.ineyvill£ 
ly. .withtLetter  dated  Harch  20,1931,  in  wh'ch  letter  the  writer  states      ' 
further  tm  it  the  -liney  family  Bible  £ives  date  of   ^achariah  Kiney' s 
death  as  February  I5,I859#"|ut  does  not  show  date  of  his  birth.) 

"LIHCOLH'g  i^irst  SCHOOL  OEAGHEH. 

Honk  Permitted   to  Break  Silence  to  Tell  Intere  tin*?  #tory. 
Martyred  ^resident's   Instructor    /as  Brother  Benedict's 
Rrf andf ether •  @ 

iSndured  Many  Hards  ips. 
"In*  Hiss   Ida  Tar bell's  Life  of  Lincoln, it  is  stated  that  Abraham/^ 
Lincoln's  first  school  teaeher  was  Saehariah  Kiney, a  catholic  from 
•;d,rho  amigrstea   to  Kentucky  in  the  pioneer  days* 
Ulliam  ^  .Kiney,  the  grandson  of  this  schoolmaster, it;  now  a  member 
of  the  Srappist  Order  in  Oethsemani.in  which  he  has  been  since   1856* 
Eschar iah  Kiney  died  at  thftjs  monastery  in  1859,  and  his  rem  iins  are 
interred  within  the  monastery  inclosure  in  the  common  burying  ground 
of  the  monks .saehariah  Kiney  had  received  a  good  education  in  Mary- 
land  before  cominr  to  lentuel^r.and  was  above  the  average  of  school 
teachers  in  those  early  days.' 

Tha  Kt  .Kev  .^dmond  M .Obrecht, abbot  ef  3ethsemani,at  the  request  of 
The   2 ipes,  induced  Brother  Benedict  tcprite  something  about  his  grand- 
fat hey and  Abraham  Linoo^n^^he  rules  of  the  Srappist  Order  enjoing  per- 
petual silence, aid  Brother  Benedict  could  not  be  intervievved^Se  Sub- 
mitted the  following  the   the  abbot, which  was  sent  by  Father  Obrecht 
to  She  2£mes: 

^Brother  Benedict's  grandfather t&aehariah  Kiney. was  born  in 
1755,  in  "5t  Jlary's  c otaity, Maryland #**e  came  to  Zentueky  about  1795. 
|Ie  traveled  through  what  was  mostly  a  wildernessfchent  from  at  •Ma- 
ry's county, Uaryl-nd, to  Tittsborg,  thence  down  the  Ohio  river  on 
a  flat boat  to  Louisville,  at  which  place  there  was  at  that  time 
but  one  bouse.  i?Tom  there  he  settled  first  near  Holy  Cross, at  the 
,    foot  of  Cohan's  ^nob, where  father  Badin  then  kept  church- 1  be- 
lieve then  the  only  church  in  Kentucky* It  was  soraeteimes  his 
ipt  to  pilot  Father  Badin  a  long  way  through  the  woods  to  the 
sick, mostly  \iy  night. If     he  happended  to  lose  his  way  he  got  a 
scolding  for  treating  a  priest  in  such  a  manner.   " 

1   illiam  B.Riney(the  writer)  «ms  born  liar oh  12, 1857, and  there- 
fore will  be  seventy-two  yee&s  old  next  month. 

*  Brother  Benedict's  ?r  rind  f Ether,  ^achari  ah  Kiney, was  a  sc  col- 
teacher,  und  lived   ffir  a  time  in  Nelson  Bounty, on  the  eiist  benk  of 
Belling  "ork, about   four     lies  above  Me     ^avecaurinb  which  time 
he  taught  school  for  one     or  more  tM  rms  in  H;rdin,now  Larue  count 
ty.lt  v.  as  at  these  terms  that    ibr&nam  lincflybnt  afterward  ^resident 
■  ttended   school  for  the    fir.st  time.  / 

'Brother  Benedict  has  heard  his  aunt, now  dead, speak  some  of&bra- 
h  m  Lincoln's  school  days, but  3.ittle  more  than  to  say  she  often     ", 
heard  6r  n&father  -Hne     say:1   Oome  on,~braham,^nd  say  your  lesson# 
when  ijfc    as  his  time  to  recpite. 

'  Brother  Benedict^  grandfather, a aohari ah  Kiney, sold  hiSjplace 
ift  1  els  on  county  about  1830,  and  bought  a  farm  in  Hardin  county,  at 
a  place  no     c  lied  Kineyville,on  which  Brother  Benedict's  f  ither, 
oylvester  Kiney, lived  and  reared  his  family, and  grandf  ther  lived 
with  my  f other  for  nearly  twenty- five  years /*e  was  my  first  teach- 
er, as  -sell  as  Abraham  Lincoln's  first  teaeher. 

'Brother  fie&ediet  can  say  that  he   learned  much  of  what  he  knows 
from -him. 

'-^nd^l  liked  him  very  much,  a  great  part  of  my  childhood  was 
spent  with  him.^hen  ninety-four  years  of  age, he  came  to  Sethsem- 
ani.in  1856, and  I  with  him/*^  lived  here  a  little  more  th^a  two 
years .fie  died  in  1859. ■ 
Father  Obrecht      tys   the  remains  of  ^achariaa  Kiney, Lincoln's  first 
school-jeVeWr  master,;  re  interred  in  the  graveyard  of  the  Trappist 
Bg&therhopd  within  ^e_jM>nastery \  inclosure  ."  n 
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Zachariah  Riney,  Middle  Aged  Kcntuckian,  Earned  that  Honor  —  Anecdote  of  Trying 
Problem  for  the  President  During  Stirring  Civil  War  Days 

By  R.  GERALD  McMURTRY, 

Librarian,  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 


THE  DEFINITE  statement,  that  his 
first  school  teacher  was  named 
Zachariah  Riney,  was  made  by 
Abraham  Lincoln.  This  pioneer  school- 
master likely  exerted  the  first  direct  in- 
fluence over  the  youthful  Lincoln,  outside 
of  his  own  family.  In  a  short  autobio- 
graphical sketch  prepared  for  John  L. 
Scripps,  Lincoln  made  the  following  state- 
ment concerning  his  early  schooling: 

"Before  leaving  Kentucky,  he  (Abraham 
Lincoln)  and  his  sister  were  sent  for  shorl 
periods  to  A.  B.  C.  schools,  the  first  kept 
by  Zachariah  Riney,  and  the  second  by 
Caleb  Hazel." 

Riney  was  born  in  the  year  1763.  in  Saint 
Mary  County,  Maryland.  He  settled  in 
Kentucky  some  time  after  the  year  178S. 
With  his  family  he  lived  in  the  Pottinger's 
Creek  neighborhood,  near  the  Holy  Cross 
Church.  This  was  the  first  Catholic  Church 
west  of  the  Allegheny  Mountains,  having 
been  erected  by  Father  De  Rohan  in  1792. 

Zachariah  Riney  was  living  on  Pottinger's 
Creek  in  1805,  when  members  of  the  Order 
of  Our  Lady  of  La  Trappe  established  a 
colony  there.  The  organization  at  this  time 
remained  Only  four  years  in  Kentucky.  It 
is  hard  to  say  just  how  much  Riney  was 
influenced  by  this  colony;  but  it  is  known 
that  he  was  a  member  of  the  Catholic 
Church. 

The  log  school  house  which  Lincoln  at- 
tended was  situated  near  the  present  site 
of  the  Athertonville,  Kentucky,  school  at 
the  fork  of  what  was  then  known  as  the 
Cumberland  Road  and  Pottinger's  Creek 
Road.  The  school  was  located  about  two 
miles  from  the  homes  of  Riney  and 
Lincoln  who  lived  on  opposite  sides  of 
Rolling  Fork  River.  Lincoln  likely  at- 
tended this  school  in  the  year  1815. 

The  teaching  qualifications  of  Riney 
have  been  hard  to  determine.  He  likely 
received  his  education  in  Maryland. 
Manuscripts  which  contain  specimens 
of  his  handwriting  indicate  that  he  was 
an  accomplished  scribe.  At  the  time 
Riney  taught  Abraham  Lincoln  he  was 
approximately  fifty  years  old.  As 
young  Lincoln  could  have  learned  little 
more  than  his  letters  at  the  age  of  six 
years,  this  pioneer  teacher  must  have 
served  his  purpose  well. 

In  the  year  1848  another  group  of 
monks  of  the  Trappist  Order  arrived 
from  France  and  settled  in  about  the 
same  community  in  Nelson  County, 
where  their  predecessors  had  lived  from 
1805  to  1809.  In  the  year  1856,  when 
ninety-four  years  of  age,  Riney  came 
to  the  Monastery  at  Gethsemane.  He 
lived  there  for  more  than  two  years 
with  his  grandson,  who  was  a  member 
of  the  order.    He  died  in  1859. 

Zachariah  Riney  today  lies  buried  in 
an  unmarked  grave,  enclosed  within  the 
cemetery  of  the  Trappist  brotherhood. 
It  would  seem  fitting  to  erect,  in  this 
cemetery  in  the  Lincoln  country  of 
Kentucky,  a   tablet,   appropriately 


marked,  setting  forth  the  fact  that  Zach- 
ariah Riney  first  started  Abraham  Lincoln 
on  the  way  to  intellectual  achievement. 


On  the  morning  of  November  20,  1863. 
the  day  after  the  dedication  of  the  Battle- 
field of  Gettysburg,  President  Abraham  Lin- 
coln was  confronted  with  a  very  annoying 
problem.  On  that  day  Lincoln  was  con- 
cerned with  the  unique  case  of  a  condemned 
soldier.  The  wife  of  this  sentenced  soldier 
called  upon  Lincoln  about  the  fate  of  her 
husband,  who  was  to  be  shot  within  a  few 
days.  Undoubtedly  the  woman  greatly  im- 
pressed Lincoln  regarding  her  husband's 
case  and,  from  the  correspondence  that  is 
available  concerning  the  man,  it  appears 
that  Lincoln  championed  his  cause. 

On  the  morning  of  the  above-mentioned 
date  Lincoln  wrote  to  Major  General  Meade 
of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  the  following 
letter: 

"If  there  is  a  man  by  the  name  of  King 
under  sentence  to  be  shot,  please  suspend 
execution  till  further  order,  and  send  rec- 
ord." 

It  is  to  be  assumed  that  Lincoln  had 
agreed  to  suspend  the  sentence  of  the  con- 
demned soldier  until  he  could  review  the 
case.  Very  likely  he  gave  the  wife  that 
promise.  When  she  left  the  President's 
office,  she  gave  Lincoln  what  she  considered 
to  be  all  the  necessary  data  pertaining  to 


Abraham  Lincoln,  1861  (Courtesy  of  the  Lincoln 
National  Life  Foundation,  Sponsored  by  the  Lincoln 
National  Life  Insurance   Co.,  Fort    Wayne,  hid. ) 


the  court  martial.  On  examining  the  ma- 
terial Lincoln  was  at  a  loss  to  know  the 
name  of  the  condemned  lieutenant.  He 
surmised  that  it  was  "King"  because  of 
the  signature,  "Mrs.  Anna  S.  King,'' 
which  appeared  on  the  documents. 

So  much  was  Lincoln  concerned  with  t hit, 
problem  that  he  wrote  a  second  letter  on 
the  same  day  to  Major  General  Meade  as 
follows: 

"An  intelligent  woman  in  deep  distri 
called  this  morning,  saying  her  husband,  a 
lieutenant  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  was 
to  be  shot  next  Monday  for  desertion,  and 
putting  a  letter  in  my  hand,  upon  which  I 
relied  for  particulars,  she  left  without  men- 
tioning a  name  or  other  particular  by  which 
to  identify  the  case. 

"On  opening  the  letter  I  found  it  equally 
vague,  having  nothing  to  identify  by  ex- 
cept her  own  signature,  which  seems  to  be 
"Mrs.  Anna  S.  King."  I  could  not  again 
find  her.  If  you  have  a  case  which  you 
shall  think  is  probably  the  one  intended 
please  apply  my  dispatch  of  this  morning 
to  it." 

HpHE  ensuing  correspondence  of  General 
Meade  regarding  the  lieutenant  is  un- 
known. However,  it  is  believed  that  the 
sentence  was  suspended.  From  a  letter  writ- 
ten to  Colonel  Joseph  Holt  dated  March  2S. 
1864,  it  is  apparent  that  Lincoln  continued 
his  interest  in  the  case.  It  is  natural  to 
surmise  that  the  soldier,  namely,  Benedict 
A.  King,  mentioned  in  the  letter  to  Joseph 
Holt  was  the  person  referred  to  by  Lincoln 
in  his  two  letters  written  on  November  20, 
1863,  to  General  Meade.  The  letter 
from  Lincoln  to  Holt  is  as  follows: 

"I  am  told  that  there  is  a  man  in 
the  Old  Capital  Prison  by  the  name 
of  Benedict  A.  King  on  some  charge 
of  desertion.  Report  me  the  facts  of 
his  case,  if  you  can." 

These  letters  relate  an  interesting 
and  extraordinary  episode  of  the  Civil 
War.  As  it  is  not  in  accord  with  the 
policy  of  the  War  Department  to  fur- 
nish compilations  or  statements  rela- 
tive to  individuals  who  have  served  in 
the  United  States  army,  the  eventual 
outcome  of  the  case  is  unknown. 

Much  has  been  written  concerning 
Lincoln's  struggles  in  formulating  great 
state  decrees.  His  troubles  with  his 
cabinet  are  well  known  incidents  of 
history;  but  little  has  been  said  con- 
cerning individual  and  personal  prob- 
lems that  confronted  him  during  bis 
administration.  Lincoln  weighed  small 
problems  and  difficulties  with  as  much 
consideration  as  the  more  important 
matters  that  came  before  him.  With 
him.  individual  needs  and  requests  weie 
considered  with  due  thought  and  con- 
sideration. 

This  incident  of  the  condemned  lieu- 
tenant dearly  illustrates  the  magna- 
nimity of   the   pardoning  Presiden:. 
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School  Reds  and  Immorality 

(Continued  from  page  7 ) 

War.'"  Warne  is  affiliated  with  socialistic 
movements.  Professors  Harlow  and  Kim- 
ball and  President  William  Allan  Nielson 
were  among  the  speakers.  Kimball  dis- 
cussed "Our  Changing  Government.'' 

About  500  students  were  mustered  by 
the  strike  leaders  in  Washington.  D.  C. 
Many  of  them  were  students  of  Howard 
University  (^government  financed  negro  in- 
stitution)', Wilson  Teachers  College  and 
American  University.  Congressman  Mav- 
erick of  Texas.  Congressman  Sesson  of  New 
York  and  Elizabeth  Wheeler,  daughter  of 
Senator  Wheeler  of  Montana,  addressed  the 
strike  followers  who  met  at  Friends  House, 
a  Quaker  institution. 

'HpWO  students  in  Philadelphia,  Milton 
*  Haraburda  and  Italio  Di  Lorenzo 
(^ Temple  College  student),  were  arrested 
for  circulating  what  newspaper  reports 
claimed  were  "communist  anti-war  leaflets." 
Eight  Cambridge  College  students  were  ar- 
rested for  distributing  '"communist  originat- 
ed" anti-war  handbills  to  pupils  of  Cam- 
bridge schools. 

About  30,000  students  from  Columbia, 
Barnard,  College  of  City  of  New  York,  New 
York  University,  Brooklyn  and  Long  Island 
University  participated  in  the  strike.  Roger 
Baldwin,  of  the  American  Civil  Liberties 
Union,  the  League  for  Industrial  Democ- 
racy and  numerous  other  radical  move- 
ments, told  the  students  of  Columbia  Uni- 
versity, according  to  the  New  York  Times. 

that "communism   was    necessary   in    the 

world."  This  statement  was  greeted  with 
both  cheers  and  hisses.  It  is  reported  that 
many  of  the  students  took  the  "Oxford 
Pledge"  not  to  bear  arms.  Rev.  Reinhold 
Niebuhr  and  Carl  Voss,  of  Union  Theo- 
logical Seminary;  James  Welcher,  editor 
of  the  Columbia  University  paper,  Spec- 
tator, and  John  S.  Sripps,  English  radical, 
shared  the  stage  with  Baldwin. 

Two  girls  were  arrested  during  a  strike 
demonstration  at  Wilbur  Wright  Jr.  Col- 
lege, New  York.  It  is  estimated  that  some 
2.000  participated  in  the  strike  at  Hunter 
College.  Communist  League  literature  was 
circulated  to  the  2,500  students  at  the  City 
College  of  New  York  attending  the  dem- 
onstration. 

At  Far  Rockaway  High  School,  Harry 
Green,  representing  the  League  for  Student 
Liberty,  was  rescued  by  police  from  an  anti- 
radical  group.  Green  was  later  arrested  and 
charged  with  disorderly  conduct. 

Dr.  J.  B.  Mathews  addressed  1.200  stu- 
dents in  the  chapel  of  the  University  of 
Virginia,  while  John  H.  Blaffer,  chairman 
of  the  university  students  patriotic  group. 
was  charging  that  the  strike  was  sponsored 
by  Charlottsvire  communists  in  conjunc- 
tion with  school  radicals.  Dr.  Mathews, 
supposedly  a  "pacifist  "  walked  out  of  a 
pacifist  meeting  in  New  York  City  last 
year  because  it  refused  to  adopt  a  program 
providing  for  just  "one  more  war" — evi- 
dently a  class  war.  He  addressed  the  Uni- 
versity of  Virginia  as  a  representative  of 
the  League  Against  War  and  Fascism.  It 
is  reported  that  the  university  officials  sanc- 
tioned the  strike,  suspending  classes  for 
one  hour. 

Eight    New    York    University    students 


wearing  R.  0.  T.  C.  uniforms  led  a  con- 
tingent of  300  youth  of  New  York  City  in 
a  series  of  demonstrations.  All  participating 
took  the  pledge  "not  to  support  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  in  any  war." 

It  is  reported  that  approximately  1,000 
students  of  the  Milwaukee  State  Teachers 
College  demonstrated  April  12  in  the  "anti- 
war" strike. 

Without  any  opposition  on  the  part  of 
President  Glenn  Frank  of  the  University  of 
Wisconsin,  some  thirteen  student  organi- 
zations, having  a  membership  of  about 
2,000,  participated  in  the  demonstrations 
and  gatherings  there. 

Students  at  Penn  College,  Askaloosa,  la. 
(a  Quaker  institution),  took  part  in  an 
affair  which  is  reported  as  being  sanctioned 
by  the  faculty.  It  is  said  that  1,000  or 
more  students  were  active  in  campus  dem- 
onstrations in  North  Carolina  colleges,  in- 
cluding Shaw  College  (negro).  From  30 
to  40  walked  out  at  Dartmouth  Univer- 
sity. 

The  "turn  out"  in  Boston  was  considered 
a  "flop,"  but  police  guarded  the  streets  in 
anticipation  of  a  walk-out  among  public 
school  children. 

Nearly  2.000  took  part  in  the  demonstra- 
tions at  Western  Reserve  University  near 
Cleveland,  while  many  of  the  students  at 
Vassar  took  an  active  part  in  a  35-minute 
affair  in  which  the  president  of  the  college 
is  reported  to  have  participated. 

It  has  been  announced  that  Professor 
Einstein  expressed  his  approval  of  the  "stu- 
dent interest"  in  an  article  which  appeared 
in  the  Daily  Princetonian. 

Connecticut  College  students  held  torch 
light  processions.  The  ranks  of  the  march- 
ers in  Seattle,  Washington,  were  broken  by 
anti-radicals.  At  LaFayette  College  stu- 
dents, together  with  the  faculty,  demon- 
strated during  the  strike. 

Fannie  Price.  National  Student  League 
representative,  is  accused  of  having  intro- 
duced communistic  elements  into  her  talk 
before  students  at  Cornell  University. 
Wellsley  girls  rallied  with  students  at  Bill- 
ings Hall.  Radical  speakers  were  jeered  at 
Ohio  State  University  by  students  resent- 
ing the  affair. 

Governor  Olsen,  of  Minnesota,  addressed 
3.000  or  more  students  at  the  University 
of  Minnesota  in  a  meeting  which  university 
officials  had  refused  to  sanction.  Several 
hundred  are  reported  to  have  been  active 
in  demonstrations  at  Dana  College  and  the 
University  of  Newark. 

These  are  the  "high  spots"  in  the  April 
12th  affair,  which  communist  publications 
assert  resulted  in  a  very  successful  affair. 
It  received  the  endorsement,  according  to 
Communist  Party  documents  of  the  "Asso- 
ciation of  Instructors,  Tutors  and  Fellows 
of  Brooklyn  College."  Professor  John  Dew- 
ey. Goodwin  Watson.  George  Counts  and 
other  college  faculty  members  including  Dr. 
Kingdom,  president  of  Dana  College. 

"^"OW  let  us  consider  some  of  the  other 
x  activities  on  the  campus,  in  the  frat 
houses  and  among  the  students  and  faculty 
of  our  educational  institutions. 

An  organization  to  "promote  socialism 
in  the  United  States"  was  recently  formed 
by  a  group  of  Rhodes  Scholarship  students 
at  Oxford  University.  They  announced 
that  their  plan  is  to  enter  "left  wing"  pon- 
tics in  the  United  States  on  their  return 


from  abroad.  Paul  Engle  of  Iowa  and  W. 
S.  Sellars  of  Michigan  are  leaders  of  the 
new  movement.  Many  of  these  American 
undergraduates  are  members  of  the  Oxford 
Labor  Club,  and  many  of  them  recently  took 
part  in  a  communist  riot  in  South  Wales. 

In  Baltimore,  a  group,  said  to  represent 
the  Maryland  branch  of  the  League  Against 
War  and  Fascism,  and  most  of  the  faculty 
of  Johns  Hopkins  University,  including  its 
president,  Joseph  B.  Ames,  opposed  the 
Teachers  Oath  (to  the  Constitution)  Bill 
enacted  by  the  state  legislature.  Sam  Swerd- 
loff,  Baltimore  artist,  led  the  radical  bloc 
in  opposition. 

Prof.  E.  M.  Hopkins  of  Dartmouth  re- 
cently advocated  "liberal"  courses  for  all 
colleges  which  he  says  should  include  the 
study  of  communism,  nazism  and  fascism. 
He  asserted,  it  is  said,  that  the  study  of 
these  questions  would  be  a  "constructive 
contribution"  to  collegiate  work  in  the 
United  States.  Hopkins,  according  to  news 
dispatches,  also  denounced  the  idea  that 
there  is  a  "red  menace  in  schools  and  col- 
leges against  which  certain  groups  have 
been  conducting  sensational  and  vigorous 
campaigns,"  which  he  termed  a  "bogey" 
and  "perilous  to  the  purpose  and  spirit  of 
true  education." 

Over  500  youngsters,  led  by  Paul  Cros- 
bie,  an  attorney.  World  War  veteran  and 
the  communist  candidate  for  Congress  in 
1932,  marched  on  the  German  consulate 
in  New  York  City  during  the  "anti-war" 
strike,  singing  the  Red  "Internationale,"  the 
national  anthem  of  Russia.  They  later 
marched  to  the  Hearst  newspaper  offices 
and  denounced  Hearst  for  his  anti-commun- 
ist editorials  and  exposures. 

Boy  Scouts  in  Los  Angeles  contributed 
their  bit  in  defense  of  the  American  flag 
when  they  "ganged"  William  Thwing,  a 
young  Red  who,  during  a  patriotic  celebra- 
tion, threw  an  American  flag  to  the  ground 
trampling  it  beneath  his  feet  while  cursing 
it  Thwing  was  arrested  and  booked  on  a 
charge  of  criminal  syndicalism.  Officers 
claim  that  they  found  communist  litera- 
ture on  his  person.  Thwing  was  tried  and 
sentenced  to  six  months  in  jail.  He  made 
public  apology  and  kissed  the  flag. 

In  Muskegon,  Michigan,  the  Board  of 
Education  dropped  two  "liberal"  teachers. 
Howard  and  Beedon,  from  the  payroll, 
charging  them  with  "indoctrinating  pupils 
with  views  expressed  in  Howard's  book, 
'Cankered  Gold',"  in  which  he  predicted  the 
end  of  capitalism.  Beedon  was  accused  of 
"indiscreet  utterances." 

Led  by  Kathleen  Maclnery,  of  South 
Bend.  Indiana,  eighty  Vassar  students 
marched  on  the  New  York  State  Senate  in 
protest  of  the  Noonan  Bill  which  required 
the  taking  of  an  oath  of  allegiance  to  the 
Constitution.  Miss  Maclnery  is  quoted  as 
saying  that  the  legislation  would  "suppress 
free  speech,"  and  that  the  bill  "is  directly 
aimed  at  radicals  and  communists."  Miss 
Betty  Welt,  of  Detroit,  charged  that  "the 
bill  does  not  jibe  with  the  inscription  'Ex- 
celsior7 on  the  walls  of  the  Senate  cham- 
ber." Dr.  Abraham  Lefkowitz,  of  the  New 
York  City  High  School  of  Commerce  and 
an  official  of  the  Teachers  Federation,  also 
appeared  against  the  bill,  stating  that  it  was 
a  "bill  to  encourage  liars."  Dr.  Edward 
Mandell,  associate  superintendent  of  New 
York  schools,  strongly  endorsed  the  bill. 
(To  Be  Continued  Next  Month.) 


August  19,  1935 


Judge  3.  J.Boldrlck 
Bankers  Trust  Building 
Louisville,  Kentucky 

My  dear  Judge  Boldrick: 

I  have  read  with  much  interest  your  article 
prepared  for  the  Springfield  Sun  on  the  sesquicentennial 
celebration  at  Holy  Cross  Church  in  Marion  County. 

I  find  in  ay  records  of  Nelson  County  a 
citation  stating  that  *n  1784  Basil  Hayden  performed  a 
marriage  ceremony  but  in  juatwmt  capacity  he  officiated 
I  do  not  ]cnow.  Evidently,  however,  he  had  authority  to 
perform  marriage  ceremonies  for  members  of  the  Catholic 
faith. 

I  thought  you  mi^jht  be  interested  in  this 
memorandum  and  some  time  when  you  are  at  Bards  town  I 
tiiink  you  will  be  able  to  find  this  entry  in  Marriag* 
Hecords  No.  1. 

1  am  wondering  if  you  Jiave  ever  been  successful 
in  locating  the  exact  site  of  Zachariah  Riney's  grave  in 
the  cemetery  of  the  Trappist  Monastary. 

On  the  occasions  which  I  have  visited  the 
Monaatary  I  have  been  unsuccessful  in  finding  the  exact 
spot  where  Riney  lies  buried   I  believe  it  should  be 
marked  and  I  think  quite  likely  you  would  be  able  to 
gather  information  which  would  make  possible  the  marking 
of  the  burial  spot  if  it  is  permissible. 

Very  truly  yours, 


LAWtLH  Director 


SAMUEL  J.  BOLDRICK  HERMAN  H.  GOCKE 

BOLDRICK    &    GOCKE 

ATTORNEYS     AT     LAW 

408-409    BANKERS    TRUST    BUILDING 

LOUISVILLE.   KY. 

PHONE   WABASH    1646 


August    32,    1935, 


Dr.   Louis  A.    Warren, 

Lincoln  National  Life   Foundation, 

Fort   1?Tayne,    Indiana. 


Dear   Sir: 

Thank  you  for  your  letter  of  August  13th. 
You  state  that  you  have  a  citation  from 


3-rly 
pioneers  and  must  have  been  acting  as  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
but  not  being  a  priest  could  not  have  authority  to  administer 
the  Sacrament  of  Matrimony.   In  our  Church  the  only  Sacrament 
that  may  be  ad-ministered  by  a  layman,  Catholic  or  Protestant, 
is  Baptism,  and  that  only  in  an  emergency.   Of  course,  the 
church  recognizes  the  validity  of  marriages  of  non-catholics 
by  their  own  ministers  or  by  officers  of  the  law,  but  Catholics 
must  be  married  by  a  priest. 

Father  de  Rohan  coming  to  Kentucky  in  1790 
had  faculties  for  North  Carolina,  and  married  a  number  of 
catholics  in  Kentucky,  and  Father  3a din,  who  succeeded  him, 
thought  that  these  marriages  were  invalid  and  made  a  serious 
error  in  advising  Catholics  to  be  married  over  ao-ain,  but  upon 
appeal  to  Bishop  Carrol  he  was,  of  course,  overruled,  who 
rierhtly  held  that  although  de  Rohan  had  no  faculties  for 
Kentucky  the  marriages  were  valid,  but  that  de  Rohan  should  be 
suspended.   We  have  the  same  principle  in  law,  the  acts  of  de 
facto  officers  are  always  recognized  as  valid.   I  would  like  to 
have  the  Basil  Hayden  citation  so  when  I  2*0  to  Bardstown  I  will 
look  it  up. 

No,  I  have  never  found  the  place  where  Zachariah 
Riney,  the  Catholic  who  first  taught  Abraham  Lincoln,  is  buried. 
The  Trappists  Cemetery  is  comparatively  new.   The  Trappists 
purchased  Gethsemani  in  134S  from  the  Loretto  Sisters,  who  had  a 
school  there,  and  the  Sisters  who  had  'oeen   buried  there  were 
removed  to  Loretto.   Riney  taught  school  where  Athertonville  now 
is,  and  lived  about  a  mile  east  of  there,   "/e  are  taking  the 
census  of  all  the  Catholic  cemeteries,  and  should  we  find  his 
grave  we  shall  let  you  know.   We  find  Rineys  buried  in  Marion, 

Washington,  Larue,  Hardin,  ::eade,  Breckenridge,  Union  and  Davies 


SAMUEL  J.  BOLDRICK 


HERMAN   H.   COCKE 


BOLDRICK    8c    GOCKE 

ATTORNEYS     AT      LAW 

408-409    BANKERS    TRUST    BUILDING 

LOUISVILLE.    KY. 

PHONE    WABASH     1646 


Dr.  Louis  A.  Warren, 


—  2— 


3/22/35 


Counties. 

Only  this  wee>  I  visited  the  grave  of  Bersheba 
Lincoln,  grandmother  of  the  president,  two  miles  from  Fort  Knox, 
near  Mill  Cree'k:.  She  is  buried  alongside  of  her  di  ters,  ':'rs. 
Brumfield  and  Mrs.  Orurne.  Is  there  any  effort  being  made  to  mark 
her  grave?  If  not  there  should  be,  and  5  road  built  from  the 
Dixie  Highway  to  the  cemetery,  which  is  the  First  Baptist  Church 
regular  Cemetery. 


With  very  best  wishes, 


Sincerely  yours, 


SJB. 


When  did   Zachariah  Riney  die?      The  Loretto   School   at   Geth 
was  opened   by  the    Sisters   in  1518  and,    of  course,    they  had   a 
chapel   and   they  continued  to    operate   this    school   until   1848. 
I    gather    from  your  letter   that   you   think  Riney  was   buried   there, 


COPY 


Trappist  P.    0.,  Ky.   Aug.   23,   1935. 


Hon.   Judge  S.   J.    Boldrick, 
Louisville,  Ky. 


My  dear  Judge: 


I  thank  you  very  much  for  the  copies  of  letters  which 
you  so  kindly  sent  here.   I  am  pleased  to  read  anything  that 
concerns  our  part  of  the  country. 

Zachariah  Riney  lived  here,  in  his  extreme  old  age,  for 
a  while  and  I  think  he  even  died  here,  but  he  is  not  buried  here. 
A  certain  Father  Blake,  S.  J.  wrote  here  a*>*t  M»  so "*■■*•  a* 
and  I  studied  the  case  then  very  thoroughly  with  all  the  l^ing 
relatives  of  Mr.  Riney  with  whom  I  could  come  in  contact,  so  that 
I  gave  Father  Blake  all  the  available  information  on  tne  subject. 
Noting  new  has  developed  since  then,  but  it  is  certain  that  Mr. 
Riney  is  not  buried  at  Gethsemani. 

With  kindest  personal  regards  and  every  cordial  good 
wish,  I  am, 

Sincerely  and  devotedly  yours  in  the  S.  HEART  OF  JESUS 


Fr.  M.  Frederic 
Abbot . 


<"* 


SAMUEL    J.     BOLDRICK 


HERMAN     H.     GOCKE 


BOLDRICK    8c    GOCKE 

ATTORNEYS     AT     LAW 

408-409    BANKERS    TRUST    BUILDING 

LOUISVILLE.    KY. 

PHONE    WABASH     1646 


August  24,  1935. 


Dr.  Louis  A.  Warren, 
Lincoln  Life  Foundation, 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana. 


Dear  Dr.  Warren: 


I  am  enclosing  copy  of  letter  which  I  received  from 
the  Abbot  of  Gethsemani.   Father  Frederic  seems  to  think 
that  Zachariah  Riney  was  not  buried  there. 

I  notice  in  reading  Mr.  Baylor's  article  in  the 
Springfield  Sun  that  Zachariah  Riney  is  mentioned  as  having 
been  at  St.  Thomas  School  in  1807  about  the  time  the  school 
was  opened  and,  of  course,  subsequently  he  moved  to  the 
neighborhood  in  which  he  taught  school  and  where  Abraham 
Lincoln  attended. 

It  is  barely  possible  that  he  may  have  been  buried 
at  New  Hope  which  is  quite  near  the  place  where  he  at  one 
time  lived. 

Should  I  ascertain  anything  further  about  where 
Riney  is  buried  I  shall  certainly  let  you  know. 


With  very  best  wishes, 


SJ  B:  CR 
Enc. 


Very  sincerely  yours, 


/ 


September  5,  1936 


Mr.  Samuel  J.  Boldrich 
408-409  Bankers  Trust  Building 
Loul svlll e ,  Kentucky 

My  dear  Mr.  Boldrich: 

I  have  just  had  time  to  search  in  our  files  for 
an  article  in  rhich  you  will  be  very   ouch  interested  and 
on  which  I  based  ray  assertion  that  Zachariah  Riney  was 
buried  at  Gethsernani. 

I  am  having  my  secretary  copy  the  article  for 
you  which  will  give  you  the  full  particulars  of  the  case. 

J.  t«  iseraan  of  Rineyville  brought  to  light  a 
clipping  taken  from  the  Louisville  Times,  presumably  in 
the  month  of  February,  1909.  He  also  stated  in  a  letter 
to  Ur.  0.  N.  Uather  of  Hodgenville,  dated  March  21,  1931, 
that  the  Riney  family  bible  £ives  the  date  of  7ac3iariah 
Riney' s  death  as  February  15,  1859  but  does  not  show  the 
date  of  his  birth. 

I  have  also  just  been  advised  by  a  gentleman 
doing  research  work  in  our  library  that  Editor  Barry  of 
the  New  Haven  iScho  knows  the  identical  spot  where  Riney 
lies  buried. 

srs  a»j.  If  Riney  was  96  years  old  when  he  died  he  must 

jr.        have  been  born  in  1763  as  we  know  the  date  of  hit  death 
was  1859. 

Mr.  Baylor's  supposition  that  he  attended  St. 
Thomas'  must  take  into  consideration  that  his  students 
must  hive  been  about  forty  years  of  age  or  more  before  he 
2»wff©x  ^could  enjoy  the  privileges  of  St.  Thoaas. 

I  think  it  would  be  a  very  fine  thin.:  to  have 
Riney' s  grave  marked  if  it  can  be  definitely  located  and 
it  does  appear  to  me  as  if  Riney' s  own  grandson  with  whom 
the  old  teacher  lived  his  last  days  should  know  where  he 


7  f  croaa  s  fo  saw  era  Jtsraigaou  a? ; 
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OUR  LADY   OF   tfETHSEMANI , 

Telegraph:)    New  Haven       } 
Telephone:)  Kv 

Railroad   Sta:  Grethseraane)    xvy* 


J.    M.    J.    3.      Th. 


Trappist   P.    0.   Ky.    Nov. 13 ,193b, 


Hon  Sara  J.  Boldrick, 
Louisville,  Ky. 


My  dear  Mr.  Boldrick:- 

I  thank  you  sincerely  for  your  kind  letter 
of  the  11th  inst.,  as  well  as  for  the  book  you  sent  me: "If  Lincoln 
were  nere" ,  which  Is  certainly  very  interesting.   I  assure  you  that 
your  thought fulness  in  sending  rae  any  literature  that  might  possibly 
be  of  some  interest,  is  deeply  appreciated. 

Now,  in  reply  to  your  question,  concerning  the  burial 
place  of  Zachariah  Riney,  I  beg  to  say  that  I  secured  the  information 
that  he  was  buried  in  Rineyvilie,  from  a  niece  of  his,  who  in  191C 
was  living  in  Louisville,  but  who  has  since  died. 

I  know  absolutely  no  one,  who  could  give  us  any  further 
corrections.   The  negative  aspect  of  the  affair  is,  that  we  have  no 
grave  in  the  place  inscribed  with  his  name.   It  is  true,  that  when 
he  lived  here,  tne  monastery  was  in  its  original  position,  namely 
about  tf  of  a  mile  south  of  our  present  location.   All  those  who  died 
in  the  Abbey,  when  it  was  in  its  first  place,  were  later  transferred 
to  the  new  cemetery;  this,  however,  refers  to  the  religious  only, 
whilst  the  remains  of  those  who  were  not  members  of  our  community 
were  transferred  to  our  secular  cemetery,  near  the  entrance  of  the 
monastery.   These  were  all  buried  in  one  grave,  under  a  large  cross, 
which  is  still  standing,  but  we  can  secure  absolutely  no  information 
regarding  their  names. 

This  is  all  the  information  I  am  able  to  give  you  concern- 
ing this  matter  and,  as  I  said  above,  I  know  of  no  other  way  in  which 
we  could  obtain  any  further  details. 

Trusting  that  this  will  be  satisfactory,  I  remain,  with 
kindest  personal  regards  and  every  cordial  srood  wish, 

Sincerely  yours  in  the  S.  Heart  of  Jesus, 

Frederic  If.  Dunne,  0  C  S  0 

Abbot . 


SAMUEL  J.  BOLDRICK  HERMAN  H.  GOCKE 

BOLDR1CK    &    GOCKE 

ATTORNEYS     AT     LAW 

4O8-409    BANKERS    TRUST    BUILDING 

LOUISVILLE.   KY. 

PHONE   WABASH     1646 


November  14tn,  193b. 


Dr.  Louis  A.  Warren, 

c/o  Lincoln  National  Life  Ins.  Co., 

Ft.  Wayne,  Ind. 

Dear  Dr.  Warren:- 

Some  months  ago,  at  your  suggestion,  I  took  up  tne 
question  of  where  Zacnariah  Riney  was  buried  with  Abbot 
Frederic  51.  Dunne  of  Gethsemani,  and  I  also  sent  him  a  copy 
of  £n  article  which  you  sent  to  me  and  which  was  published 
in  the  Louisville  Times  in  1909. 

The  Abbot  writes  he  went  into  this  question  quite 
thoroughly  in  1912  and  said  that  Zacnariah  Riney  is  not  buried 
at  the  Abbey,  but  that  he  was  informed  by  a  niece  of  his,  that 
he  was  buried  at  Rineyville,  Ky. 

I  am  sending  you  a  copy  of  the  letter  which  I  have 
this  day  received  from  Abbot  Dunne. 

With  very  best  wishes, 


Sincerely  yours, 


SJB:DM 
ENC. 


lorerfcer  17,   1926 


r.   Sara  J.  Boldrick 
403-409  Bankers  Trust  Building 
Louisville,  Kentucky 

My  dear  ;*r.  Boldrick: 

It  was  very  kind  of  yau  indeed  to  (>o  t:   bo  much 
trouble  in  atteaptin     to   confirm  the  burial  place  of 
Zachariah  Riney. 

hile    liv.ng  in  Elizabeth town,  Kentucky  I   lived 
directly  opposite  a  *'r.  Riney ,   who  I  as  quite   aire  is  a 

descendant  of   the  Riney  forebear  wno  ca-ue  to  Kentuc     . 

It  see>  a  to  me  that   the  "burial  place  of  Line  In' b 
first  is  of   sufficient  importance  to  attempt   to 

locate  it   at  Riney  vi  lie.   If   th-it  is  at  all  possible. 

Oar  former  Librarian  hire,  '.'r.  Gerald  McMurtry, 
is  BO*  living  in  Blizabethto'vn.  Kentucky,   and  I  an  quite   sure 
that  ha  vjo.Jld  he  very  rcuch  interested  in  helping  t  i  locate  the 
grave  in  Rineyville  if  it  can  still  "be  found. 

I  am' sending  him  a  carbon  copy  of   this  letter  to  you 
In  order  that  he  inay  be  acquainted  with  the  traditional  place 
of  Riney' s  burial. 

Very  truly  yours, 


Director 

LAW:3B  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 


CC  :  R.  Gerald  McMurtry,  Hoke-McMurtry  Insurance  Agency, 

Blizabethtown,  Kentucky 


LINCOLN  AND  DAVIS  AT  SCHOOL  w 

MORE  than  a  decade  ago  I  traced  a  story  about 
Zachariah  Riney,  whose  chief  claim  to  fame  is  that 
he  was  Lincoln's  first  teacher.  It  had  always  been 
known  that  Riney  was  a  Catholic,  but  what  I 
doubted  was  the  statement,  first  published  by  Ida 
Tarbell,  I  believe,  in  her  life  of  Lincoln,  that  he 
later  became  a  Trappist  monk  and  died  in  the 
monastery  at  Gethsemani,  in  Kentucky.  The  re- 
search was,  of  course,  of  no  real  importance,  but 
it  interested  me,  and  finally,  through  information 
kindly  furnished  me  by  the  Rev.  Frederic  M. 
Dunne,  O.C.S.O.,  now  Abbot  at  Gethsemani,  I  was 
able  to  show  that  while  Riney  had  lived  in  the 
monastery  for  some  years  and  had  died  there,  he 
was  never  a  member  of  the  Community.  (America, 
February  13,  1926.) 

It  is  not  so  well  known,  however,  that  the  first 
real  school  attended  by  Jefferson  Davis  was  staffed 
by  Catholic  teachers.  This  was  the  College  of  St. 
Thomas  founded  by  the  Dominican  Friars  at 
Springfield,  Ky.,  about  1812.  The  Confederate 
statesman  always  recalled  the  Friars  with  great 
affection,  and  Father  O'Daniel,  O.P.,  in  his  life  of 
Bishop  Miles,  tells  how  on  meeting  one  of  them 
years  after,  Mr.  Davis  knelt  for  a  blessing.  The  lad 
was  only  eight  when  he  entered  the  school,  and 
but  ten  when  he  left  it;  hence  he  not  unnaturally 
fell  into  some  errors  of  fact  in  his  reminiscences, 
one  being  that  the  Friars  were  enormously  wealthy! 

In  his  recently  published  Jefferson  Davis,  the  Un- 
real and  tJw  Real,  a  masterly  biography  which  will 
dispel  many  calumnies  about  the  Southern  leader, 
Robert  McElroy  unfortunately  gives  new  currency 
to  the  fable  of  the  wealthy  Friars.  He  envisages 
this  pioneer  school  as  conducted  "in  connection 
with  an  agricultural  estate,  stocked  with  blooded 
cattle,  and  worked  by  slaves."  This  environment, 
he  asserts,  "in  no  wise  destroyed  the  belief"  of 
young  Davis  that  slavery  was  "an  institution  or- 
dained of  God."  I  have  read  a  good  deal  about  the 
early  Dominicans  in  Kentucky,  and  have  heard 
much  from  tradition,  but  this  is  the  first  picture  I 
have  seen  of  the  impressionable  young  Davis  watch- 
ing the  Dominican  slaves  at  work  on  the  Domini- 
can "agricultural  estate."  The  truth  of  the  matter 
is  that  the  Friars  were  miserably  poor,  and  poor 
men  did  not  own  slaves  and  "blooded  cattle." 

A  happier  picture  is  that  of  Jefferson  Davis,  aet. 
9,  begging  Father  Thomas  Wilson,  O.P.  to  admit 
him  into  the  Church.  Davis  himself  gives  us  the 
materials  in  an  account  dictated  in  his  old  age.  He 
went  to  Father  Wilson's  room,  and  although  this 
Friar  was  the  head  of  a  rich  "agricultural  estate," 
he  was  partaking,  Davis  recalled,  "of  a  frugal 
meal,"  to-wit,  bread  and  cheese.  He  listened  to  the 
boy,  and  at  the  first  pause  in  the  pleadings  "handed 
me  a  biscuit  and  a  bit  of  cheese,  and  told  me  that 
for  the  present  I  had  better  take  some  Catholic 
food." 

McElroy  thinks  it  necessary  to  repeat  that  "no 
attempt  was  made  to  proselyte"  the  lad — which 
shows  that  he  does  not  know  Catholic  schools.  No 
such  attempt  is  ever  made.  P.  L.  B. 


;eT-  P£i&uLC-A§iv^&fA-n 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


JEFFERSON  DAVIS 

EDITOR:  Deeply  appreciative  as  I  am  of  Father 
Blakely's  perhaps  too  generous  statement  that  my 
Jefferson  Davis,  the  Unreal  and  the  Real  is  "a  mas- 
terly biography  which  will  dispel  many  calumnies 
against  the  Southern  leader,"  I  do  not  wish  to  ques- 
tion his  interpretation  of  Davis'  youthful  impres- 
sions formed  by  a  couple  of  years  of  residence 
among  the  Friars  of  Saint  Thomas  College.  Father 
Blakely  doubtless  knows  far  better  than  I  whether 
those  Friars,  "miserably  poor,"  as  he  says,  were 
poor  as  a  body  or  only  poor  individually,  or  whether 
both  individually  and  as  an  institution  they  were 
"miserably  poor."  The  important  point  is  that  resi- 
dence among  them  colored  the  whole  of  Davis'  atti- 
tude toward  the  Roman  Church,  and  toward  the 
institution  of  African  slavery,  which  institution  Las 
Casas  had  defended  at  its  beginning  upon  the 
ground  that  it  brought  the  unhappy  victims  within 
the  sound  of  the  Gospels,  and  which  was  unfortu- 
nately defended  upon  that  same  ground  by  many 
generations  of  devout  Christians,  Roman  Catholics 
and  Protestants  alike,  down  to  the  very  end  of  its 
existence  in  America. 

In  addition  to  the  proof  of  Davis'  later  attitude 
toward  the  Roman  Church,  cited  by  Father  Blakely 
himself  from  Father  O'Daniel's  Life  of  Bishop 
Miles,  there  are,  in  Davis'  voluminous  papers,  many 
examples,  several  of  which  have  been  cited  in  my 
book,  notably  his  appeal  to  the  Pope  for  aid  and 
sympathy  when  the  Confederacy  was  most  in  need 
of  powerful  succor;  and  the  friendly  reply  of  His 
Holiness  himself  which  is  given  in  full  in  my  book. 

I  accept  also  Father  Blakely's  assurance  that  I 
need  not  have  said  that  the  Friars  made  "no  at- 
tempt to  proselyte  Davis,"  because  "no  such  attempt 
is  ever  made."  But  if  the  word  proselyte  means,  as 
I  perhaps  erroneously  employ  it,  "seeking  to  influ- 
ence individuals  of  other  creeds  by  such  honest 
methods  as  circumstances  enable  one  to  employ," 
I  should  not  be  disposed  to  blame  the  Kentucky 
Friars  if  they  had  attempted  to  proselyte  Davis. 
The  souls  of  men  are  of  far  more  importance  than 
formal  courtesy,  and  if  one  really  believes  that 
souls  are  eternally  saved  by  accepting  the  doctrines 
of  the  Church  of  Rome,  why  should  its  Friars  not 
attempt  to  bring  them  into  the  Church  when  oppor- 
tunity offers?  I  find  nothing  in  Davis'  life  which 
should  lead  one  to  believe  that  he  would  have  cen- 
sured such  attempt.  Reared  in  a  devout  Baptist 
family,  educated  in  part  by  Roman  Catholics,  in 
part  by  Scottish  Presbyterians  and  other  devout 
Protestants,  he  emerged  a  religious  cosmopolitan, 
in  the  sense  that  he  was  able  to  look  with  sympathy 
upon  the  religion  of  any  man  who  honestly  cher- 
ished a  religion,  and  ready  always  to  allow  each 
one  to  work  for  the  success  of  his  own  faith,  as 


Davis,  a  convinced  Episcopalian  at  the  last,  worked 
for  his  own.    His  scorn  was  reserved  for  those  who 
hold  their  religious  faith  too  lightly,  not  for  those 
who  sought  to  bring  others  to  their  views. 
Rome,  Italy.  Robert  McElroy 

(See  the  Comment  on  page  314  for  a  discussion 
of  several  points  raised  in  this  letter.  Editor.) 


"THE  REAL  DILEMMA" 

EDITOR:  When  an  old  dyed-in-the-wool,  blue- 
stockinged  Presbyterian  sits  down  to  write  con- 
gratulations to  a  devout  Catholic,  that  is  indeed 
America. 

A  good  Catholic  friend  of  mine  who  is  a  very 
high-grade  man  called  my  attention  to  America  by 
giving  me  your  issue  of  December  4  with  its  Book 
Review  Supplement.  Last  night  he  handed  me  the 
issue  of  December  11.  I  have  entirely  digested  the 
December  4  issue  and  am  sending  it  to  an  honest 
agnostic  friend  and  requesting  him  to  read  it  and 
then  hand  it  to  a  mutual  friend  who  is  a  devout 
Catholic,  with  my  very  highest  compliments. 

I  am  not  an  "old  fogy,"  by  neither  am  I  a  Mod- 
ernist, nor  yet  a  Materialistic  Evolutionist.  You  and 
I  have  the  same  Saviour,  and  doctrinally  there  is 
hardly  a  thin  sheet  of  tissue  paper  between  us. 

Protestantism  is  a  mess  as  a  whole,  but  among 
all  their  sects  there  are  generally  a  handful  of  con- 
servative, converted  people  who  love  Our  Lord.  Un- 
fortunately, the  majority  of  Protestants  have  no 
comprehensive  knowledge  of  the  Catholic  Faith 
and  many  have  much  misinformation  which,  of 
course,  is  harmful  in  every  way.  If  you  and  I  talked 
together,  you  would  pronounce  me  orthodox. 

May  Our  Lord  bless  you.  The  country  needs  your 
publication,  it  is  the  best  thing  I  have  seen. 

However,  our  Protestant  people,  so  called,  are 
seventy-five  to  ninety-per-cent  pagan  and  America 
suffers  therefrom.  So,  what  to  do?  That  is  the  burn- 
ing question  of  today  because  to  endeavor  to  make 
Catholics  of  them  is  about  as  easy  as  for  you  and 
me  to  jump  to  the  moon.  They  badly  need  a  real 
Christian  religion  in  their  hearts,  minds  and  souls: 
otherwise  our  nation  is  doomed. 

Catholicism  may  have  plenty  of  pagans.  Of  that 
I  know  not,  but  I  do  know  of  Protestantism.  I  pre- 
sume that  a  large  per-cent  of  Protestant  people 
think  of  Catholic  people  as  very  largely  an  ignorant 
class  of  folk.  That  is  a  real  dilemma,  especially  when 
the  facts  might  be  reversed  and  the  shoe  placed  on 
the  other  foot.  An  ignorant  Protestant  is  about  as 
sorry  a  piece  of  humanity  as  you  will  ever  meet. 
He  knows  nothing,  and  I  dodge  him.  But  an  igno- 
rant Catholic  has  at  least  something  in  which  he 
believes,  and  that  is  his  redeeming  feature. 

This  is  quite  a  sad  confession  I  am  making  to 
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COMMENT 


COMMENTING  on  Fathel  Blakely's  review  of 
Jefferson  Davis  the  Unreal  and  tJie  Real,  Dr.  Robert 
McElroy,  its  author,  brings  up  an  interesting  point 
in  reference  to  the  reception  into  the  Church  of 
non-Catholic  pupils  in  Catholic  schools.  His  letter 
will  be  found  under  Correspondence  in  this  issue. 
Certainly,  it  is  proper  "to  influence"  adults  "by 
such  honest  methods  as  circumstances  enable  one 
to  employ,"  as  Dr.  McElroy  writes,  but  the  same 
rule  cannot  be  applied  to  children.  A  minor  has  the 
right,  it  is  true,  to  become  a  Catholic,  and  this  right 
is  his  by  Divine  law.  Yet,  if  his  parents  object,  or  if 
there  is  no  reason  to  believe  that  he  will  be  brought 
up  as  a  Catholic,  the  priest  is  not  permitted  to  re- 
ceive him  into  the  Church  by  conferring  Baptism, 
conditionally  or  absolutely.  Exceptions  can  be  made 
for  exceptional  cases  {e.g.,  for  a  child  in  danger 
of  death),  but  the  law  and  custom  are  as  here 
stated  (Canons  750,  751)  whether  the  child's  par- 
ents or  guardians  be  unbaptized,  or  apostate  Catho- 
lics, or  baptized  non-Catholics.  Ayrinhac  (Legisla- 
tion on  the  Sacraments,  p.  27)  cites  a  number  of 
Papal  decrees  forbidding,  sometimes  under  severe 
penalties,  the  baptism  of  children  of  non-Catholic 
parents  without  parental  consent.  Saint  Thomas 
condemned  the  practice,  writes  Ayrinhac,  as  "con- 
trary to  the  Church's  tradition,  involving  violation 
of  parental  rights,  and  leading  to  profanations  of 
the  Sacramental  character."  (See  also  Augustine, 
A  Commentary  on  Canon  Law,  iv,  pp.  53-56,  and 
Woywod,  A  Practical  Commentary  on  the  Code,  i, 
pp.  335-336.)  Here  the  belief  entertained  by  some 
(but  not  by  Dr.  McElroy)  that  Catholic  schools 
habitually  lure  non-Catholic  pupils  into  the  Church, 
is  baseless.  With  deference  to  Dr.  McElroy,  our  re- 
viewer is  unable  to  agree  that  young  Davis'  brief 
residence  with  the  Dominicans  "colored  the  whole 
of  Davis'  attitude  .  .  .  toward  the  institution  of 
African  slavery."  That  attitude  has  a  sufficient  ex- 
planation, it  seems,  in  the  fact  that  from  his  birth 
Davis  lived  in  a  region  in  which  slavery  was  accept- 
ed by  the  majority  as  uncritically  as  wage-slavery 
is  accepted  today.  As  for  the  Kentucky  Friars,  they 
were  poor,  not  only  individually  but  as  a  body. 

PHILIPPINE  legislators  came  to  the  defense  of 
parental  rights  to  educate  in  a  document  that 
is  refreshing  in  this  day  of  the  absolute  school. 
Sixty-two  members  of  the  National  Assembly  pre- 
sented a  petition  to  Sefior  Osmena,  Vice-President 
of  the  Commonwealth  and  Secretary  of  Public  In- 
struction, requiring  the  public  schools  to  give  re- 
ligious instruction  to  all  children  whose  parents 
demand  it.  The  petitioners  believe  that  their  pro- 
posal can  be  carried  out  within  the  framework  of 
the  new  Constitution  without  fresh  legislation.  The 
Constitution  secures  to  parents,  they  argue,  the 


right  to  choose  whether  the  education  of  their  chil- 
dren shall  be  religious  or  non-religious;  when  the 
parents  have  exercised  their  option  in  favor  of  re- 
ligious education,  it  becomes  mandatory  on  the 
Government  to  furnish  facilities  for  it  in  the  schools. 
Seventh  Day  Adventists  memorialized  the  Assem- 
bly against  the  petition  on  the  rather  startling 
ground  "that  it  invades  every  man's  inherent  right 
of  choice  to  be  religious  or  non-religious,  a  right 
which  is  dearest  and  most  sacred  of  all  rights." 


WIVES  of  workers  have  a  claim  in  justice  to  re- 
muneration from  their  husbands'  employers  in  the 
opinion  of  Harvey  Gravell,  social-minded  president 
of  the  American  Chemical  Paint  Company  of  Am- 
bler, Penna.  After  distributing  $54,000  in  bonus 
checks  to  his  eighty- five  employes,  he  called  up 
each  of  the  seventy  married  workers  for  an  added 
$300  with  the  words:  "This  is  for  your  wife,  not 
for  you."  Mr.  Gravell  calls  attention  to  what  he 
terms  the  "composite  unit  of  labor."  He  insists 
that  in  hiring  a  laborer  a  man  is  not  buying  a 
specific  commodity  but  is  paying  also  "for  the  doc- 
tors, the  teachers,  the  lawyers  and  dentists  and 
priests  who  have  contributed  to  the  make-up  of 
the  laborer.  But  one  of  the  most  important  factors 
in  the  make-up  of  a  man  has  up  to  this  time  been 
ignored.  That  factor  is  the  housewife,  who  plods 
along  year  after  year,  mending  her  husband's  socks, 
cooking  his  food,  washing  the  dishes,  putting  up  a 
good  front,  and,  what  is  more  important,  rearing 
offspring  to  take  the  laborer's  place  when  his  hu- 
man machinery  finally  wears  out."  Employers, 
legislators  and  birth-controllers  alike  can  well  go 
to  school  to  this  paint-shop  sociologist. 


TAKEN  up  at  the  close  of  the  year  1937,  the  ref- 
erendum on  child  labor  among  the  members  of  the 
American  Bar  Association  indicated  a  very  clear 
discrimination  between  the  issue  of  child  labor  as 
such  and  the  merits  or  demerits  of  legislative  pro- 
posals that  have  assumed  its  name.  Out  of  a  total 
membership  of  31,000,  there  were  cast  and  counted 
13,816  ballots,  according  to  the  American  Bar  As- 
sociation Journal  for  December,  1937.  The  results 
of  the  referendum  are  summarized  as  follows: 

The  Association's  opposition  to  the  Amendment 
submitted  to  the  States  in  1924  was  approved  and 
continued,  by  a  vote  of  about  four  to  one. 

The  Association's  declaration  that  it  has  never 
been  opposed  to  an  Amendment  properly  drawn  and 
limited  to  ending  the  commercial  exploitation  of 
the  labor  of  children  was  endorsed  and  ratified  by  a 
substantial  margin. 

Preference  for  the  submission  and  ratification  of 
the  Vandenberg  Amendment,  as  compared  with  the 
1924  Amendment,  was  expressed  by  a  vote  of  over 
six  to  one;  while  the  submission  and  ratification  of 
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SAMUEL  J.   BOLDRICK 


HERMAN  H.  GOCKE 


BOLDRICK    &    GOCKE 

ATTORNEYS   AT   LAW 

408-409     BANKERS     TRUST     BUILDING 

LOUISVILLE.    KY. 

PHONE     WABASH      1646 

January  11,    1938 

Dr.    Lewis  A.    Warren, 
Lincoln  National    Ins.    Co., 
Fort   Wayne,    Indiana. 

Dear  Dr.   Warren: 

Enclosed  find  further  comment  on  Jefferson  Davis 
by  Robert  McElroy  and  the  reply  thereto  of  Father  Blakely. 
This  matter  does  not  refer  to  Zachariah  Riney,  but  as  you 
read  the  previous  article  in  America,  I  thought  perhaps  you 
may  be  interested  in  the  sequence. 

I  think  our  Zachariah  Riney  was  a  30n  of  Thomas 
Riney,  of  Washington  County,  Kentucky,  whose  will  was  probated 
in  that  County,  November  5th,  1795,  a  memorandum  of  which  you 
will  find  enclosed.   Basil  Riney,  a  brother  of  Zachariah, 
married  a  daughter  of  my  great,  great,  great  grandfather  Benedict 
Spalding,  namely,  Elenora  Spalding.   Zachariah  Riney  is  said  to 
have  married  twice,  his  first  wife  I  have  not  yet  discovered. 
He  married  again,  to  Sarah  Bolds,  daughter  of  William  Bickett  on 
Lincoln's  birthday,  1324.   Susannah  Riney,  his  daughter,  by  his 
first  wife,  married  Jos.  Yager,  September  17th,  1827. 

Zachariah  Riney  is  to  be  found  in  the  Washington 
County  census  of  1310.   After  his  last  wife  died  he  is  3aid  to 
have  remained,  for  a  time,  at  St.  Rose  with  the  Dominican  Fathers 
at  St.  Rose  ,and  then  went  to  Gethsemani  Abbey  where  he  died.   He 
was  said  to  be  quite  poor,  but  a  very  good  man. 

The  above  information  may  not  be  altogether  correct, 
but  further  investigation  will,  eventually,  establish  the  facts. 


With  very  best  wishes, 


Sincerely  yours, 


ENC: 


L 


January  12,  1938 


Mr.  Sanra&l  J.  Boidrick 
403-409  Bankers  Trust  Building 
Louisfllle,  Kentucky 

Bear  Mr.  Boldriek; 

I  wish  to  acknowledge  your  latter  of  January  11 
to  Dr.  Warren,  ifeo  is  at  the  present  time  absent  from  the  city 
on  his  annual  speaking  itinerary, 

X  an  sure  that  Dr.  Warren  sill  be  very  much  in- 
terested in  the  contents  of  your  letter  regarding  Zachariah 
Biney. 

It  will  be  a  pleasure  $o  call  this  matter  to  Dr. 
Warren*  s  attention  upon  his  return  to  the  city. 

Tours  fery  truly, 


KaCj"SB  Librarian 

M.A.  Geek 


) 


March  28,  1938 


Mr.   Samuel  J,  Boadrick 
4(38-409  Bankwire  Trust  Building 
Louisville,  Kentuoiy 

My  dear  Mr.  BoldrlckJ 

Just  back  at  my  desk  after  an  absence  of  three 
months  1  find  you»  letter  with  information  about  the  Rlney 
family    and  we  are  pleased  to  have  it* 

Zachariah  Hiney  appears  on  the  tax  list  in 
Washington  Cototy  as  early  as  1796  and  there  are  a  great 
many  records  in  Washington  County  which  refer  to  him  If 
you  would  care   to  look  then  over  the  next  time  you  are  there. 
You  will  find  Ifeat  in  the  March  tern  1796  of  v;aBhington 
Circuit  C -)  J*t  a  s -it  Hiney  vs  ...       Also  In  June  181' 

a  suit  ^lney  vs.    hampscn. 

q    In  those  papers  it  Is  made  dear  that  Biney  lived 
on  the  mvialtelaos  place  after  he  acquired  possession  and. 
also  it  may  be  learned  that  his  father*  s  name  was  Thomas  and  he 

|  one  brother,  Basil,  and  Whree  sisters,  An-a,  Mary  and 

irietta. 

It  ap  ears  to  be  worth  Tihilwe  for  someone-  to  write 
up  quite  a  eonplete  history  of  Zachariah  Riney,  inasmuch  as 

was  Abraham  Lincoln1  s  first  school  teacher  and  I  know 
of  no  one  more  able  to  do  so  than  yourself. 

If  I  can  assist  you  In  furnishing  other  material 
which  might  be  available,   I  would  be  happy  to  do  so. 

Very  truly  yours, 


I*AWi»  Director 


1r 


SAMUEL     J.      BOLDRICK 


HERMAN     H.     GOCKE 


BOLDRICK    &    GOCKE 

ATTORNEYS   AT   LAW 

408-409     BANKERS     TRUST     BUILDING 

LOUISVILLE,    KY. 

PHONE     WABASH      1646 


April   6,    1938 


Dr.    Louis  A.    Warren, 

Lincoln  National    Life   Foundation, 

Fort   Wayne,    Indiana. 

Dear  Dr.    Warren: 

Thank  you  very  much  for  your  data  on 
Zachariah  Riney. 

3asil  Riney,  a  brother  of  Zachariah, 
married  a  relative  of  mine,  namely,  Eleanor  Spalding, 
daughter  of  Benedict  Spalding  and  Alethea  Abell. 

I  am  sending  you  some  baptismal  records  of 
the  later  Finey«  taken  from  the  St.  Rose  Priory  near 
Sprinp-field,  Ky.  ,  which  record  is  at  present  in  the 
Dominican  House  of  Studies,  Washington,  D.  C. 

I  wish  I  were  able  to  write  the  story  of 
Zachariah  Riney,  but  I  do  not  feel  that  I  could  give 
the  time  in  order  to  make  the  necessary  search.   How- 
ever, I  am  procuring  material  from  time  to  time  to 
be  filed  in  the  archives  of  the  Filson  Club  and  the 
Loretto  Mother  House  at  Nerinx,  Ky. 

With  very  best  wishes. 

Sincerely  yours, 


^^J?0>^<^U*f 


Ax 


rC 


UU. 


oOun^^ctx^f^^^,  S?  jtfcuiU^  yj^tusJ^^y^^j^-^o 


The  following  data  is  taken  directly  from   the  3acristy 
Records  of   saint  Rose   Priory,    Soringfield,    Kentucky.      Each   fact 
is  get  down  in  the  order  in  which  it   is  recorded.      There  has 
been  no  construction  or  correlation  made   for  this  list.      All   name* 
are  here  given  as   they  were  entered   on  the  books,    i.e.,    the 
orthography  of  the  names  is  the   same  as  it  appears  in  the   reoords. 

The  recces  forythosfc  of  ebch  name,    Viz.,    ^iney,    Donejrhy 
ahd   BolWick,'  areUl>eted  wepafl&telyV   -H^ci*  liit   is  mVde  liothe  V     . 
smiuence^-of  baotisraal>   contir^lon,\arrifr(?e  aW   burVal    record  ih 


PINEY, 

baptismal  Records.  / 

1830 

*Jov.   14       James  J.,   a   slave  of  FTancis  Riney  was  baptized. 

Deo.    6         John  Francis  Pol  in,    son  of  Francis  Piney  and  Joanna 

Oharleton  wa*   baptized.    Rebecca  Riney  was?  godmother. 

Dec.    5  ry,    slave   of  Dot.    Riens  was  godmother  for   Aiphred,    a 

slave  of  Dora.    Osburn. 

1831 

Feb.    27       Mary,    slave   of  Domi  na  Riney  was  godmother  for  Elizabeth, 
a  little    slave   f/irl. 

March  15     Anna,   a   slave   of  Francis  Riney  was  baptized,      Anna  Piney 
was  the  godmother. 


May  14 
May  26 
May  36 
June  \2 


Hi  y 

38 

July 

8 

June 

11 

June 

n 

June 

14 

July 

15 

John  Franklin,    born  May  10,    son  of  Clement  Piney  and 
Elizabeth  Gates,    was  baptized. 

William,    son  of  George  Parrot  and   Pomilia  Riney,    was 
baptized.      Anna  Riney  was  godmother.. 

George,    slave  of  James  Riney  was   Baptizeo.      Priscilla 
'-liney  was  the  godmother. 

Mary,,  slave  of  Domlna  Riney  was  godmother  for  Piohard 
LOminic,    a  little   slave  boy. 

187.-5 

Margarita  Catherine,   daughter  of  Daniel   Kelly  ami  F^becca 
Piney,    was  baptized. 

Belinda   Hit**,    slave  of  Clement  Riney,    was  baptized. 

1833 

Abraham,    slave  of  Francis  Pinev,    was  baptized. 

James,    a  slave  of  Francis  Riney,    was  baotired.      Francis 
Riney1 s   wife  wa*  godmother. 

Clement  Riney  was  godfather   for  Thomas  Tarkan  Ca?ey. 

Thomae  -Ulson,    son  of  Clement  Riney  and  Elizabeth  Gates, 
was  baptized. 


3. 


(Riney,    Baptismal  Beeords 
1833  Ontn'd. ) 

Aug.   18        '.idow  Riney* s  slave,    Mary,    wa3  godmother  for  Janes  ^ldcman's 
slave  Anna  Mary. 

Sept. 19       Catherine,   a   slave  was  baptised.      Priscilla  Riney  was 

godmother. 

~ept.22       Matilda  <Uaey  was  godmother  for  Mary  Elisabeth  ^rnett 
daughter  of    fajor   Burnett  and   Polly  Join  son. 

Nov.   19  rgarite  Anna,   daughter  of  Mask  and  ITlisabeth  A.    ^ith, 

olim  Siney,    was  baptised.      Mary  Riney  was  godmother. 

1834 

June  5         Henry,    il legitimate   tOQ  of  *vLi2»  and  a  slave  of  James 
"Vney.      Priaoilla  Hiney  was  ftodnother. 

Dec.    14       Ann  Catherine,    tSau ■•-hter  of  Clenent  Hiney' s   slave,    laxy, 
was  bapti.v 

1835 

Feb.    2         Thomas   Nicholas,    son  of  Henry  lansberry  and   Matilda  Riney, 

li   baptised.      Eli Mtb© tl3  Riney  w&«  godmother. 

June  3  m         Laey  an*  godmother  for  Usury  Ellea  Taieea  Saith. 

July  $eer§e  9aeMa$tam,    son  o.f  Abraham  and  Mary  servant*?  of 

idow  Hiney,    was  baptized. 

ept  2        James  C*TQ®n  3ramston,    slave  of  Pffleollla  Riaey,    aaa 
baptlzsd.        rleailla  ^iney  h  ■  imother. 

Oct.    11       I.  ouise  Oath.,    daughter   of  Joseph  Carico  and   Mary  Hiney,  was  bap. 

133*3 

Jan.   19  ry,   a   slave  of  Domina  Priscilla  Hiney,   was  godmother   for 

Julia  Anna,   a  little   slave  girl. 

July  28        Sarah,   a   slave  of  Dan.   Riney,    was  godmother   for  Joseph 
Grand,    a   slave. 

Auff.    34       Isabel   ^iney  (alia  Baaavaa)   aaa  godmother  for  Mary 
Catharine  Mc^antire. 

1337 

Jan.    20       James  Thorn.   Kelly,    son  of  Daaiel   Kelly  1  »beeca  Finey, 

waa  baptized. 

April  19     Mary  Margaret,    daughter  of  I  onphi    (?)  Oarrioo  and 

tfary  Riney,    was  baptized. 

Sept.    90     Hester  Ann  Matilda,    daughter  of  Jane  a  ISdalaa  'Use 

^iaey,    was  baptised. 

Oct.    37       ELlaa,   daughter  of  Joseph  Riney  and   lea  Del   Qaaayaa,   was 

baptised. 

1838 

Jan.    8         Joseph  Hilary,    son  of  Henry  Lansberry  and   Matilda  Hiney, 
was  baptized.      Bosella  Riney  wae  godmother. 


3. 

(Piney,    Baptismal   Pecords 
1838  Cntn'd) 

March  1     Pri<icllla  Rapier,   daughter  of  James  and  Jane   (ollm 
Widow  Riney)   Papier,    was  baptized. 

July  25     Ceremonies  of   ^ptism  were   suppled   to  Joseph,    a   slave 
of  F.    Piney,   deceased. 
M        «•        Sarha  Ann,   daughter  of  ''ary  and  Abraham,    slaves  of  Francis 
Piiey,    ifag  baptizea. 

Aug.    8       Amanda  Anna  Kelly,    daughter  of  Daniel   and  Pebecca   'olla 
I1ney)   Kelly,    was   baptized. 

1839 

^orch   30  Elizabeth  Anna,   daughter  of  "^lus  Piney  and   Oatharlaa 
H Esther  Bill,   aai  baptized. 

May  18       John  CI ell en,    son  of  OaOllla  and   Francis,    slaves  of 
Janes  Piney,    aat  baptized. 

July  3        Mill  an  Pobert   ?delen,    son  of  James  Sdalaa  and   Pliza 
Oltffl   ^iney,    was   baptized. 

Dec.    19     Pi chard  Papier,    son  of  James  and  Jane   oils  "!ldou/  Piney, 
was  bapti  ?ed. 

Dec.    30     Martha  Elizabeth,    d^nirhter  nf  Joseph  Piney  rw   Tea  be] 

Oambron,   was  baptizeu.      Ellaabeth  riney  ■  other. 

1840 

Jan.    39     ^ranoes,   daughter  of  Daniel   Rally  and   Rebecca  Pi  nay, 

Wtc   ba.pt  5  zed. 

April   24   Elizabeth  0  ri  ne,    daughter  of  Henry  and  Matilda 

isberry   (ollm)   Piney 

July  37     i'riscilla  P.iney  was  godmother  for  John  m^am,    a   slave. 

1841 

il    3     Josaph  Richard,    son  of     ius  Piney  and  Hester  Mill,    was 
baptized. 

Aug.   5       Sara  Oathwrine  Mel  an,   daughter  of  James  «no       Ls     (olia 

Riney),   was  baptized. 

ov.    |0     Elizabeth  Piney  was  baptized,    when  18   ''sixteen^    v»rts  on 
"  "     Joanna   ~*  ney  was  baptized   when   she  was  14   v*»nrq  Old, 

Deo.    17     wary,    daughter  o^  DaBlal    an       sbeoVl    Rally,  oey,    was 

baptized. 

184? 

Feb.    8       Poae  Catharine  R1n*y,    daughter  of  Joseph  and  T^>!>   (ollm 

•nbron)  ,    was  bantized. 

March  "»o  Jaaai  Albert,    son  of   °*ter  tfeordon  and   ?noebe  Piney,    was 
baoti*ed. 

Pept.    30  Isabel  Riney  was  godmother  for  ^Tllza   Ulan  HiV  . 

Oct.   18     Francis  Dominic   lanaberry,    son  of  Joseph  H.    lanaberry  and 
Matilda,    ollm  Piney,    aat  baptized. 


4. 


(Riney,  3Bptismal  Records) 


1843 


Jan.    24       Henry,    a  slave  of  rolin  Riney,    was  baptised. 

Feb.    26       Tliii—t  Dominic,    son  of  Pius  Piney  and  Heather  Hill,   was 
baptised. 

184  4 

March  9       Julia  /inn,    daughter   of  Daniel  Kelly  and  Rebecca  oliro  Riney, 
was  baptised. 

June  3         Francis  Fredric,    born  in  December  of  the  previous  year,    son 

of  Othi    Snider  and   '"us&na,    olim  Pyney,    »ai  baptized. 

June  14        Thomas  fill lam  Finey,    son  of  Joseph  Piney  and  Anna  Isabel 
oli.T  Gaaferoa,   aac  baptized.     Rosalia  Finey  was 

godmother.      The   b  i  born  on  the  3F>th  of  May. 

1845 

April   4       Jases  Fielder,    son  of  henry  sansberry  and  llary  Ann  Matilda 
©11a  Riney,    born  :  arch  16,    wss  baptized. 

July  11  rine,    ^.-u-Mer   of  Oft  tyuer  ia  alia  Riney, 

born  tf&rch  4,    aae   baptised. 

1848 

Feb.    S         Daniel    Nicholas,    born  February  5,    30n  of  Daniel  Kelly  and 
"sbecca  ^insy,    was  baptized. 

1843 

Jan.    ?  -  }    Mtharine,    born  Dec.    25,   134?,    daughter   of  Henry    liMfcafWf 

and    "atilda  Finey,    «a3  be.ptized. 

July  10  melius  ^cmrtlen  (?),    born  June   ?!  ,    son  of  Daniel  Kelly  and 

^beeca  Finey,    was  ban ti zed. 

Riney 
Confirmation  Records 


Mary,    a   clack   of  01.    Piney. 
Bernard   (?)    (Bnardus  r?iney. 


James   Sicholy?  of  0  Piny. 


183?,    July  15 


1838,    July  15 


1341.    Nov.    31 


Elizabetn   Piny. 
Mary  J.    Finy. 


Dominic  Finey. 

Thomas  of  Element  Riney. 


1644,    Au?.    11 


1847,    July  11 


Thomas  Riney. 


5. 

(Piney,   V&rriage 
Records) 

Marriage  Records 

183^. 
Feb.    28       Mark   Smith  and    niaabeth  Riney. 
May  3  Henry  nansbury  and  Vary  a.    m.   Piney. 

f^ept.17       Abraham  and  Mary,    slaves  of  Francis  Piney. 
Dec.    1  Francis,    a   slave  of  Wn.    Spinlcs,    and   Vary,  slave  of  «.idow  Piney. 

1833 
tfov.   19       John  Peter,    slave  of   ndov   %*o*rn,    and    ;,ar>,    -slave  of  James  Riney. 

1934 
Oct.   14       Joseph  Carrico  and  Mary  Piney. 

1835 
May  3  Robert  Riney  and  Anna   fallcer. 

1836 
Feb.    2  Ailliam  McElroy  and  /'riscilla  Piney  (Widow). 

April  13     Joseph  Piney  and  Isabella  Cambron. 

1837 
Jan.    31       Mathias  Riney  and   3arah   Bowlin. 
Nov.    38       Pius  Riny  and   Catharine  Hill. 

1848. 

Oct.    14        Thomas  T*J.    Cisell    and  Posella  Piney. 

The   following  baptismal    record   was   found   amonje-  the  matrimonial 
record*?. 

Jan.    21,    1840        Susanna  Tli*abeth   Fenwlck,    daughter  of   *Cdurdi    (^Edward") 

and   Tllyabeth  olim  Biney,    was  baptized. 

Burial    Records 

1833 
3ept.  James  Piney,   Junior.      'fche  n-»xt  record   is  dated    ^ent.    4) 

1833 

May  "1  A  child  of  Francis  Riney. 

June  18  Thomas  Riney. 

June  30  Francis  Piney. 

July  3  A  son  of  Francis  Piney. 

July  9  ^ames,    a  blackman  of  Francis  Piney. 

July  14  A  child  of  Clement   Piney. 

July  16  A   Negro  child   of  Clement   Piney. 

Dec.   1  Old  Mrs.   Riney. 


1834 


0. 

(Piney,    Surlnl   Feoords) 


April   27        'is.    Robt.   Piney. 

Oot.    5  Mr.  James  Piney. 

1835  , 

May  14  A  negro  aan  of  fidow  ?r.    Pi  nay. 

1842 
Mar  oh  31-      9«nlnl0lE  Riney. 

Dec.    ?2         Catharine,    daughter  of  Henry  i-T-e.nsberry  arus   tMllOtt  Kiney. 


1848 


July  34  folia  riney. 


April  8,  1938 


Mr.   Swnuel  J,  Boldrick 
408-9  Bankers  Trust  Building 
Louiaillle#  Kentucky 

My  dear     r.  Boldric-:: 

Thank  yo.  very  much,  for  y  ur  interest  iiv  records 
on  the  Riney  family  and  we  will  ta':e  ere  Chat  o  .r  files 
an  Zachariah  linay  afi  *ept  up  to  data  with  tuoh  diacoverif 
as  are  rnade  with  reference  to     i    . 

thm   i       ;.ro     ^3r  your  many  courtesies,  I  an 

faiy  tr  ly  yours, 


LAWl^IB  Director 


August  3,  1938 

Sditor  of  the  Record: 

It  la  not   generally  fcno«m  that   thirteen  sisters  of  loretto 
are  buried  near  Oethsemani   Abbey.      One  of  them,    Sister  K.    Teresa, 
81*hop   rlacret    said  in  a  letter,   was  undoubtedly  a  ^aint.      There  is 
no  marker  now  to  be   found  where  these   sisters  lie  buried.      When 
Loretto   sold  the  property  to   the   trapplats  in  1348,    the  cemetery 
went  with  it,    and  is  now  a  field.      There   should   be   some  marker   with 
the  names  of   the    -inters  and   date  of  death   inscribed  thereon.      Per- 
haps this  letter  will   arouse  some  interest  in  the  matter,   and  that  a 
movement   will   be   soon  under   .*ay  to  erect   this  marker. 

Zaohariah  Riney,    the  first    school   teacher   of  Abraham  Tincoln, 

late 

who  o.ied  at    the  Abbev  in  1359,    is   thought   by  many,    including  the  Bt. 

Rev.    Sdaond   :r.    Obrecht,      to  hi   buried  ia  this  quondam  cetaeter-y.      He 
was  undoubtedly  re]  at-.ri   to   lister   Pelagia  Piney,   mentioned   below. 
Appended  hereto  are   the   oattoi  of  the   sisters,   date  of  death,   ana 
numerical   order  of  their  entrance    to    the  Loretto   Sisterhood. 

toldriok 


sters  3uried  at  Oethsemani 


Date-   of  Death 


1318   Oct. 

IS- 

1320  Wen. 

5- 

1322  July 

27- 

Sep. 

10- 

1833  Jul. 

23- 

1824  Jun. 

3- 

1825  Feb. 

15- 

1830  Jul. 

30- 

1831   Apr. 

1- 

1832  ^eo. 

25- 

1834   Jan. 

4- 

Apr. 

3- 

1839   BO?, 

12- 

1847  Feb. 

5- 

! en  bar  dumber 


lister  M.    Teresa  Irundy  12th 

Sister   If.    Appolonia  Mfl Bride  23th 

Slater  U.    Clementine  Oook(H©Tioa)  64-th 

,:\i  star  M.    Francisca  Drury  53d 

Slater  tf.    Thecla    'cSoarley' Baltimore)  73d 

Si  iter  K.    Pelagia  Hiney  93d 

-ister  B.    Gudala  Jarboe  45th 

Sister  H.    Euphrasia   Bowling  38th 

Sister  M.   Justine  Monarch  108th 

Sister  H,    Magdalen  (3ates-Kyan  8th 
Slater  U.   01            or»zari(one  of  Founders)        6th 

Sister  X.   Victoria  Hill  123th 

3ister  If.    Agatha  Flaherty  32d 

'other  U.   Josephine  Kelly,   Originally  '70th 
buried  near  the  cross  in  the  center 
of  the  cemetery  at   Gtethsemani.      In 
December  of  1370  her  remains  were  brought  and   interred 

in  cemetery  at  ['otherhouse.        other 
Josephine  was  Superior  General   of 
the  Society  from  1832  to  1838. 


August  4,  1  38 


Mr,  Sam  J.  Boldrick 
Bankers  Trust  Building 
Loul  sville,  Kentucky 

My  dear  Mr,  Boldriokt 

I  sincerely  tru  t  that  something  may  be  dona 
to  discover  definitely  the  burial  place  of  Zaohariah  Binay. 

My  thought  is  that  really  the  best  approach  would 
be  from  members  of  the  family  still  living.     They  should 
know  where  Zachariah  Biney  is  buried  and  the  time  is  not  so 
late  but  what  the  early  papers  might  be  able  to  contribute 
something  toward  this  quest. 

As  next  year  marks  the  80th  Anniversary  of  Biney'  a 
death    could  not  enough  local  Interest  be  aroused  among  the 
relatives  to  interview  the  older  members  of  the  family  and 
ascertain  for  a  certainty  just  where  Abraham  Lincoln's  fi  at 
school  teacher  is  buried* 

No  one  else  has  pursued  this  quest  so  tenaciously  as 
you  have  and  I  trust  you  may  be  eventually  successful  In 
locating  the  spot,  and  I  am  sure  you  will  have  no  difflo  l|y 
in  securing  funds  to  properly  memorialise  it. 

Tery  truly  yours, 


LAW* SB  Director 


Peter  &  Bi rghard  Stqxe  Company 


DESIGNERS  AND   MANUFACTURERS 


A  rAUSOLEUMS 

\  oxttmkxts 

1'IAKEEES 


DISPLAY  AND  SALESROOMS 
309  WEST  JEFFERSON  ST. 

P_ANT  @W  TO  I4"_h  MAPLE  ST. 


Louisville,  Ky.      Aug#  >13  >1938 


Director, 

Lincoln  Foundation, 

Ft.  Wayne,  Ind. 


Dear  Sir: 

In  as  much  as  I  am  endeavoring  to  secure  information  as  to 
one  Zachariah  Riney,  reputedly  one  of  the  teachers  of  Abraham  Lincoln, 
I  am  anxious  to  find  an  article  published  in  one  of  the  Louisville 
newspapers  some  years  ago,  quoting  from  a  letter  of  the  Abbot  Obrect 

of  Gethseraani  Abbey,  Trappist,  Ky,  at  which  place  Mr  Riney  was 

supposed  10  have  been  buried. 

Possession  of  this  article  will  enable  me  to  furhter  ascertain 
from  that  Monostary  the  certaintity  of  this  burial  place.  A  new  Abbot 
has  now  been  installed  there,  namely,  Rt.  Rev.  Abbot  Dunne,  who,  I 
think,  will  be  interested  in  helping  me. 

Any  other  information  as  to  the  life  of  Zachariah  Riney  which 
you  might  pass  along  will  be  much  appreciated. 


Sincerely, 


S.T.Mattingly. 


Ai«uttl5,  193B 


& 


Mr.  S.  T.  Waitingly 

309  Watt  Jefferson  Street 

Louisville,  Kentucky 

My  dear  Mr.  Mattinglys 

1  am  indeed  glad  that  farther  effort  i*  to  "be 
made  to  attempt  to  locate  tie  grave  of  Zachariah  Riney. 

It  see  e  to  me  he  Is  too  lm;jortant  a  character 
in  the  life  of  Lincoln  to  he  allowed  to  pass  into  obscurity 
without   some  memorial  to  mark  his  resting  place, 

Tou  will  please  find  enclosed  such  information  as 
we  have  about  Mr.  Hiney,   and  if  we  can  he  of  any  further 
assistance  in  halplAg  you  it  will  he  a  pleasure  to  do  so. 

Very  truly  yours, 


IKTItM  Director 

Snc. 


SAMUBL 


J.  BOLDRICK 


HERMAN  H.  COCKE 


BOLDRICK    &    GOCKE 

ATTORNEYS   AT   LAW 

408-409     BANKERS     TRUST     BUILDING 

LOUISVILLE,    KY. 

PHONE     WABASH      1  646 


August  18,    1938 


Dr.    Louis  A.    Warren    . 
Lincoln  Foundation 
Fort   Wayne,    Ind. 

Dear  Dr.    Warren: 

Several   years  ago   you   sent  me  a  copy  of  a 
letter  which  appeared   in  a  Louisville  paper  about 
twenty-five  years  aero  concerning   the  death  at 
Gethsemani   Abbey  of  Zachariah  Riney,    in  which   the 
name     of  an  old  brother  who  knew  Piney  was  men- 
tioned;     also   there  appeared   therein   some   state- 
ments from   the  late  Abbot   Obrecht. 

I    sent   this  copy  to   someone  who  did  not 
return  it,    and   if  it   is  not   too  much  trouble,    I 
would  again  like  a  copy  of   this  letter. 


With  very  best   wishes. 


Sincerely  yours, 


SJ  3: 'I'd 


U 


ABfcust  19,  1?38 


Mr.  Sam  J.  Boldrlek 

408-40:  Bankers  Trust  Building 

My  dear  Mr,  Boldriokj 

Enclosed  you  will  please  find  a  photostat  copy 
of  the  item  which  you  desire  and  if  otheasare  needed  we 
would  "be  very  happy  to  supply  ,ou  with  them. 

Very  truly  yours, 


ZkVi'SS  Director 

"5no.    ■'!) 


Vl. 


October   3rd,    ' 


r.         ion     .    Cooper, 
11, 

11 2  ">  Ky* 

:    : 

Tha         r  -;-'   inch  for  artioli)  on   ;  eh;  riah  Piney. 
I   huve  I   9  article  on      ~.      iney  by  nroth-r  Benedict 

and   there  c  e  no  doubt  that     r.    -iney  died  ethsemani. 

This  article  was  pul '  the  Louisville  Times  about 

1  10.       Brother  lot  doe  that  Mr.  Hine- 

burled  Within  the  enclosure  c  I  .Monastery,  M  as  th-.-se 

words  T?ere  added  by  Abbot  O^recht.    and  in  this  he  w        Le- 
taken.        You  know  the  Loretto   Slaters  had  a  school  at   what 
is  now   let  and  closeby  the  listers  had  a  cemetery 

d ailed     t.   Olivet,    about  one-fourth  lie   from  the 

pr  Abbey.        In  it  -ere  buried  twelve:  loretto     \r 

obert  Byrne  8  number  of  other  people,    I 

the  Zacariah  Fdney* 

In  1848  the  Trr      If  t  thin  prop        :  from 

Loretto.  Gone  thirty  years  ago  all  the  bodies  e  removed 
fro  :.  11  ret  and  placed  In  one  grave  3  •  the  cemetery  just 
ou  the       ""  i  of  the  Abbey  and  where  the  large  -.-ood  Gross 

hot 

There   are  a  number  of  Piney'  -  mentioned  In  the  early 
CJounty  records.  Leaner  tighter  of  diet 

Loneer,   aarrle         ill     iney  a  relative  of  Zaohe~ 
ri    ...  ii        i  hter  married  Royal   Bowman,   who  built  many 

Ln  Lebanon  vicinity  about  the  tiae  of  the  Uexloan 

ozag  then  By  grandfather,  ipaldlag1  •  house  on  Cart-* 

wri  silt's  Oree   * 

I  hnew  l-'.rc.    Bowman,    as  she  wag.  a  cousin  of  my  pramd- 
fca«f   3am  Spaldin  .  ■?.  died  In  the  eighteen  eighties. 

The  article  you   sent  ne    rae   taken  fl  book 

written  by  Mi»*      c'  urtryl 

I   thank  you  again  and  with  best  wishes 


CLa/cJIz^.  friend, 


f^^^/^M^^^a^ 


October  9,  IffcO 


Mr.  San  J.  Boldrlck 
Boldrlok  and  Gocke 
Bankers  Trust  Bldg. 
Louisville,  Sy. 

My  dear  Mr.  Boldrlck: 

Thank  you  rery  muoh  for  sending  me  a  carbon 
copy  of  the  note  written  to  Mr.  Cooper  at  Ellzabethtovn. 

I  think  that  possibly  nov  ou  have  solved  the 
problem  of  the  location  of  Pine;  'a  remains. 

Ve  truat  that  aorae  day  It  nay  be  vorth  while  narking 
the  spot  where  these  bodies  were  moved  from  the  original 
burying  ground. 

Certainly,  the  first  school  teacher  of  Abraham  Lincoln 
should  not  be  lost  sight  of. 

Very  truly  yours, 


LAW:EB  Director 


Thomas  Ittney,    Washington  Co.   Ky.   June  4,    1795. 

Nov.    5,    1795. 

To  da  Nancy  Alvey  wf.  Jos.  Alvey,  furniture 

To  son  Basil  Riney,  furniture 

To  the  children  of  son  Thomas  -ftiney,  deceased, 

Viz:  Mary,  Nancy  &   ThomasRiney  20  shilling  each, 

Their  mother  has  married  again. 

To  son  Zachariah  Riney  personalty 

To  da  Henrietta  Wathen      H 

To  da  Mary  Gresta  ?         " 

Ex.  Zachariah  RineY  and  Jos.  Alvey. 

Witnesses:  Samuel  Overton 

Mat hew  Walton 
his 
Charles  mark  Graves  _   _ 


Riney  Zachariah  m.  Sarah  Bolds,  da.  of  William 
Bickett,  Feb.  12,  1824. _^__ 

Riney  Susannah  m.  Jos.  Yager  Sept.  17,  1827,  da 
of  Zachariah  Riney. 


Riney  Zachariah,  Washington  Co.  census  1810. 
3-1-0-0-1  1-2-1-0-1 


